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ANGOLA 


PRIVATE SECTOR HOPES FOR MORE STATE SUPPORT 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 2 Feb 84 p 3 


[Text] Benguela--The lack of transportation replacement parts and accessories 
and the means of packing the products to be transported, machinery for farm 
work, lubricants, absenteeism due to a lack of personal < .d material incen- 
tive, the late arrival of seeds--especially vegetable seeds--and the lack 

of fertilizer; these added to the political-military situation, with the 
consequent instability in the principal areas of activity and the destruc- 
tion of material goods and loss of human lives, were the most important 
factors preventing the resurgence and accelerated rise of agriculture in 
Benguela Province. 


But despite the aforementioned factors, some crops achieved encouraging 
production levels which make future prospects, particularly for the current 
year, much more encouraging. The province has great potential and it is 
absolutely essential that some problems, which are perfectly solvable at 
the local or national level, by overcome. To do so, the joining of efforts 
and a greater dynamism, efficiency and collective spirit of work are 
essential. 


As an example, we can point to livestock production in Benguela, which is 
"not very large" at the present time, according to the provincial delegate 
of agriculture, Hamilton Lopes, despite the fact that it has excellent con- 
ditions and infrastructure. This small size of the poultry sector is due, 
for example, to the short supply of chicks from Luanda. 


It is worth noting here that the province has an installed capacity of 
66,000 laying hens and 219,720 pullets per year. However, during 1983, 
only 26,779 pullets and 13,000 laying hens were received. From these 
figures, one can easily conclude that there is a crying under-utilization 
of existing infrastructures. 





At the present time, there are 16,000 laying hens in the Beneguela chicken 
houses, 9,000 of which belong to state enterprises not connected with agri- 
culture (predominantly Africa Textile and CIFAL) and 34,000 pullets, with 

only 14,000 belonging to agricultural organs. 














At the same time, the number of cattle and hogs kept under control are 
43,238 and 3,450, respectively, counting the state, private and peasant 
sectors. 


In the agricultural sector, the crop that achieved the best average produc- 
tion in 1983 was potatoes, both regular and sweet, due basically to the 
good quality of the seed, its timely arrival and the absence of pests or 
blights. 


It should be pointed out that 1983 agricultural production was very diver- 
sified. Oleaginous seeds such as sunflower, vegetables, fruits and citrus 
products were produced, in addition to African oilpalm, cotton, sisal, 
cassava, cane, arabic coffee and fodder. The highest plan fulfillment 
figures were reached by regular and sweet potatoes, tomatoes, mangoes, 
bananas, corn, onions and African oilpalm. 


With regard to the private sector, according to Hamilton Lopes, the Pro- 
vincial Delegation of Agriculture has sought to improve its method of 
control through programs and contracts established with the state enter- 
prises with a view to supporting them with duly planned means. "We think 
that the relationship between the state and private sectors is gradually 
improving with greater concern on the part of the state because it is known 
that the private sector occupies an important role in Benguela Province," 
declared the Provincial Delegate of Agriculture in that regard. 


He also pointed out that the department he heads needs great support from 
other government organs, such as Domestic Trade, Transportation and the 
Angolan National Fuel Company (SONANGOL), among others. In fact, a broad 
effort of organization, ranging from the normalization of technical- 
material and fuel supply to the production units, groups and complexes, 
to the improvement of living conditions on the farm with the processing 
of supplies into industrial goods and some foodstuffs. 


Hamilton Lopes said also, "We, in agriculture, must necessarily be optimists, 
a characteristic proper to the farmer who knows how to wait for better 
days and, as such, we have hopes that 1984 will be a better year than 1983." 


And in Benguela the land is being hoed with determination so that later the 
basic and essential food items for the population will sprout from it: 
corn, palm oil, potatoes, bananas, tomatoes, onions, citrus fruits, without 
neglecting industrial products such as cotton and sisal. 


Thus, it is necessary that the plows, replacement and spare parts, fertili- 
zers and seeds come from the appropriate organs without delay so that it 
will be possible to achieve greater production and productivity. 
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ANGOLA 


FACTORS LEADING TO SCARCITY OF FOOD PRODUCTS UNDERLINED 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 8 Feb 84 p 2 


[Text] A citizen who lives only on his salary goes to the market to get 
what he cannot get (or is not available) in the state establishments. Here 
(in the market) a little pile of tomatoes that does not amount to half a 
kilo is 500 kwanzas; half a kilo of potatoes (sometimes it does not amount 
to that because it is calculated by sight) is 1,000 kwanzas; a little pile 
of garlic that does not amount to 100 grams is 500 kwanzas; 300 grams of 
papaya is 500,700 kwanzas... and his incomes sometimes does not amount 

to 10,000 kwanzas per month... All this causes the daily life of the 
citizen (or the majority of the population) to be a headache. 


Is speculation a problem with no solution or is it going to be resolved? 
Many people are wondering, from those who find no answer to those who 
answer pessimistically, to those who are over-optimistic. 


But in all this, one thing is certain: there is no effect without a cause 
and there is no problem without a solution. 


Speculation arises as a result of a shortage of products in the market 
and its cause is low production. 


When few products are produced, necessarily few will appear in the market 
for sale. Which implies not only competition for them on the part of the 
consumers but also the increase of price. 


To cope with the price rise there is the tendency to raise salaries as 

a means of solving the problem (or at least, some think so). Very well, 
one can raise salari¢s but what will we do with the money if we do not have 
products to buy? The effective solution is to increase production so that 
there may be more products in the market, because the more products there 
are in the market, the more prices decrease, because nobody is going to 

buy high-priced products if they are plentiful. 


It happens, however, that we are still a bit far from flooding the markets 
(or commercial establishments) with products. This depends on the full 
operation of the companies and factories (which is still not the case); 
and the latter, in turn, depend on a number of factors such as the supply 


of raw materials, appropriate technical assistance, qualified cadres, the 
increase of discipline and responsibility on the part of the workers, 
annihilation of the puppet actions which prevent the full development of 
certain agricultural areas of the country and, obviously, the end of the 
undeclared war that is waged against us by South Africa. 


In the meantime, along with these problems that still remain to be solved 
(or that are being resolved little by little), there are measures which 
if strictly applied could limit the practice of speculation. 


First, the control of production beginning at the company or factory; how 
the product leaves the producer; what channels it goes through until it 
reaches the consumer; what are the methods of control; etc. In this 
aspect, there is also the need to comply with the directives according 

to which priority must be ziven to supplying the workers cooperatives, not 
only because they are the creators of the wealth of society, but also to 
prevent intermediate speculators and hoarders from getting possession of 
the products to enrich themselves. 


In the second place, it is necessary to fight for price fixing and controls 
as well as the constant supervision of commercial establishments. 


In the third place, there is need for ever more rational planning and dis- 
tribution of the products produced domestically or imported in order that 
everyone who works may enjoy the products that are available. 


Finally, it is necessary to recognize parasitism (those who live only from 
speculation), unemployment, to compel "everyone" to work; in order to 
fulfill in fact the principle of that each receives according to his work 
and his capabilities. 
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ANGOLA 


AGRICULTURAL SECTOR CALLED UPON TO INSURE SECURITY OF ZONE 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 9 Feb 84 p 2 


[Text] The economic difficulties that Angola is going through at this time 
are a palpable and salient fact in the life of all Angolans because without 
a stable and independent economy, it will be impossible to satisfy the needs 
of all the people. 


The crises that have marked the economy of the capitalist countries 
obviously has to be reflected in the economic life of the underdeveloped 
countries such as Angola, which has paid very dearly for that situation. 


The country has experienced and continues to experience a decline of produc- 
tion and a state of war imposed by the South African regime. And one thing 
is clear: the aggression that is carried out by racist South Africa and 
which has forced the country to expend enormous efforts in material and 
financial means in the defense of the homeland is the main reason for those 
difficulties. 


It is precisely that situation which the Pretoria regime, with its puppets, 
seeks to perpetuate in Angola because it is aware that as long as the 
country is addressing the problem of defense, other important matters will 
remain unresolved. 


It is known that the economy is a key problem in the life of any country 
because it is deeply reflected in all aspects of society. And it is not 
too much to unde:score the great desire which the enemies of the Angolan 
people have to drag down the economy of the People’s Republic of Angola. 


The objective of the actions of internal reaction and the large-scale 
reaction which the racist Pretoria regime is carrying out against the 
Angolan people is to create more and more economic and social difficulties 
for the party and government so that the various problems which the country 
is facing may never be resolved. 


To organize the economy so that it will be stable is one of the concerns 
of the MPLA-Workers Party in this year of Defense and Production. For this 
purpose, it must count on the involvement of all the people in the tasks 
of production and in People's Vigilance, which cannot be neglected. 








The enemies of the Agnolan revolution do not want to see Angola become a 
socialist country. They want it to continue to be in a state of under- 
development and its people to be in poverty. This desire of the enemies 
of the People's Republic of Angola is also reflected in the fallacious 
and lying propaganda concocted by imperialism. 


The battle to strengthen the economy is not easy. The enemies of the 
revolution, through their bridgehead in Africa, the racist regime of South 
Africa, will do everything to prevent it from taking positive steps because 
they are aware that only by acting in that way will they be able to delay 
the process of national reconstruction underway in our country, along with 
the independence of Namibia and the liberation of the South African people. 


In fact, through the aggressions that it carries out in the southern part 
of the country, the racist army of Pretoria destroys economic objectives 
and causes great human and material efforts to be expended for defense of 
the homeland. 


Thus, Defense and Production will have to be a strong and secure bulwark 
in every part of the national territory. 
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ANGOLA 


BRIEFS 


FISH CATCH DROPS SHARPLY--Benguela--The lack of metal containers has pre- 
vented fulfillment of a plan for the production of 3,220 tons of canned 
goods and caused the shutdown of the "Atlantico" and "Kapiandalo" canneries, 
according to an ANGOP release based on a report from the Provincial Commis- 
sariat of Benguela on the activities of that sector in 1983. The report 
also observes that resoltuion of that problem is not immediately in sight. 
The report of the Provincial Commissariat notes.a reduction of 81 percent 
in terms of the over-all catch plan: 18,495.2 tons belonging to the state 
sector, 14,145.3 tons to the private sector and 57.1 percent [as published] 
to the cooperative sector. In the meantime, ANGOP learned from the pro- 
vincial delegation of the Ministry of Fisheries that 13 new fishing boats-- 
trawlers and seine fishers--are expected, their purpose being to increase 
the catch volume. Comparable investments are also programmed for the 
shipyards and the refrigeration sector. [Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in 
Portuguese 9 Feb 84 p 3] 8711 
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COMORO ISLANDS 


DIFFERING OPINIONS ON MAYOTTE'S FUTURE PRESENTED 
Government Vacillates on Possession 

Paris LE MONDE in French 25 Jan 84 pp l, 9 

[Article by Alain Rollat] 


[Text] Mayotte's three principal elected representatives, Jean-Francois Hory 
(MRG) [expansion unknown], the island's deputy, Marcel Henry, the centrist sen- 
ator and Younoussa Bamana, chairman of the general council and a former UDF 
[expansion unknown] deputy--all three of them leaders in the Mahoran People's 
Movement (MPM), the most important local party--were to be received on Tuesday 
24 January at noon at the Elysee by Guy Penne, technical adviser to the presi- 
dent of the Republic. They were hoping to talk with him about the future of 
that territorial community. Mayotte's status will, in principle, be the sub- 
ject for a popular election in 1984, but its possession is being claimed by the 
Republic of the Comoros. 


This step is occurring 10 days after a meeting between Comoran President 

Ahmed Abdallah and Francois Mitterrand and after the dismissal on Wednesday 18 
January of the Mayotte government's representative, Christian Pellerin, who had 
been found guilty of affirming, on 5 January, that ''Nothing should stand in the 
way of Mayotte remaining a part of the French body if the majority of its popu- 
lation so desires and expresses its desire in complete freedom.'' That sentence 
was aimed at dissuading the government from renouncing France's sovereignty over 
that island. 


Pesky Mayotte! Valery Giscard d'Estaing once wondered how he could one day get 
rid of that island smoothly. 


Mayotte, a minuscule point of land in the Comoro Archipelago, became French in 
1841 and is so defiant against the neighboring islands that in 1976, through a 
referendum, its population massively voted--99.4 percent of the total 18,093 
votes--to remain part of the French Republic, whereas a year before that the 
other islands of the archipelago had proclaimed their independence unilaterally. 


Today, the left is practising the same policy with regard to Mayotte that 
Giscard d'Estaing did, and for the same geopolitical reasons. Added to this is 
the fact that the PS and the PCF have always considered Mayotte an integral 
part of the Comoros and therefore destined to reintegrate the archipelago that 
has become independent. 

















Since 1976 the possession of this Indian Ocean island has earned France a few 
disagreements at the international level, because the claim of the Republic of 
the Comoros is supported by the OAU, the non-aligned countries and the United 
Nations General Assembly. In order not to contravene its third world options, 
the leftist government is therefore making every effort, as did its predeces- 
sors, to encourage and normalize Mayotte's relations with the Comoros, hoping 
to convince the Mahori population that when the day comes, its integration into 
the Comoran state will be accomplished without any difficulty. 


The Falklands war and the role that France is playing in Chad compel the gov- 
ernment to look for ways to accelerate this process. Quite obviously, the 
Elysee believes that an amiable settlement of the Mayotte ''case' would give 
France increased diplomatic means in that part of the Indian Ocean. In return 
for the island's reintegration into the Comoros, “rance could obtain, in partic- 
ular, a military base in the archipelago from which it would control the Mozam- 
bique channel, the passageway for oil tankers destined for Europe. 


Paris has therefore increased its economic aid to the Comorcs, even as it was 
conspicuously indicating its distance from Mayotte--on the spot, they are call- 
ing it ostracism. No member of the government, nor any highly-placed official, 
has gone to the island since the left came to power, which Mr Hory considers 
"unworthy.'' The secretary of state responsible for overseas territories asserts 
that the Comoros' demands for territorial unity must be prevented from resulting 
in a conflict analogous to that of the Falklands. 


Before the National Assembly committee on laws, Georges Lemoine added, however, 
several weeks ago, that the solution to the problem would require a great deal 
of "imagination" and "'diplomacy."" It would indeed. All the more so because 
Mayotte can be united with the Comoros without the consent of its population 

Any arbitrary decision would also contravene international law and the principle 
of self-determination on which the tenets of the emancipation of the former col- 
onies are founded. Thus, the government hesitates to take the plunge. 


But the law of 22 December 1979, which extended by 5 years the special territor- 
ial community status defined for Mayotte in 1976, in principle obliges the gov- 
ernment to consult the Mahori population this year on maintaining its present 
status, on changing the island to a department or, possibly, on adopting a dif- 
ferent status. 


The local elected representatives are afraid the government is using artifice in 
proposing to Mayotte's population a referendum in which questions would be pre- 
sented in such a way that a "no'' would be wrongly interpreted as a desire to 
abandon the protection of France. Such would be the case, for example, if lo- 
cal voters were invited to declare themselves simply for or against maintaining 
the territorial community status, whereas the elected representatives are de- 
manding legal guarantees pertaining to departmental status. 

*Article 53 provides in particular that "no cession, no exchange, no annexation 
of territory shall be valid without the consent of the populations concerned." 














The island's deputy, Mr Hory, thinks that in this matter the president of the 
Republic has, up to the present, "received bad advice."' "But I have confidence 
in Francois Mitterrand because he is first of all a jurist and he knows that 
for Mayotte there is an exact point of equilibrium to be found between internal 
law and international law,'' he stated on Monday 23 January. Mr Hory is never- 
theless afraid that some "crooked trick" will be organized. 


Having definitely made up his mind to set up defensive measures against the gov- 
ernment's proffered temptations, the deputy from Mayotte seems to be assured of 
Support from the MRG, of which he is now one of the national secretaries. The 
MRG, which aspires to be distinguished from the other majority parties, would 
find in defending Mayotte's belonging to France, the opportunity to do it at 
little cost. On the other hand, the executive power, if it gave the impression 
of wanting to snap its fingers at the will of the Mahori people, which is less 
Submissive than it is thought to be to the influence of its elected representa- 
tives, would run the risk of seeing Mayotte's little dossier transformed into a 
domestice policy quarrel. If the government is hesitating, it is undoubtedly 
because it is wondering if the game is worth the candle. It cannot be blamed 
for that. 


MRG Emphasizes Self-Determination 
Paris LE MONDE in French 27 Jan 84 p 30 


[Text] The national secretariat of the MRG, which met Wednesday afternoon 25 
January, declared itself "attentive" to the future of the island of Mayotte, 
possession of which is being demanded by the Comoros (LE MONDE, 25 January). 


Jean-Francois Hory, the deputy from that territorial community and the party's 
executive secretary, emphasized, as he had to the press in the morning, that 
uniting Mayotte with the Comoros "would be a triple error: a legal error, be- 
Cause to do so would be to spurn the constitution and because the Comoros' claim 
to Mayotte has no foundation in public international law; a political error, be- 
cause it would worry the entire overseas population, which is very concerned 
about anything that affects their attachment to France; and a moral error, es- 
pecially if the deal consisted of giving 500,000 Frenchmen to the Comoros in ex- 
change for one military base of undoubted fragility." 


The apprehensions of the deputy from Mayotte are all the stronger because the 
exchanges of views that he had on Tuesday 24 January, in the company of 

Marcel Henry, the centrist senator, and Younoussa Bamana, the chairman of the 
general council and former UDF deputy, with Guy Penne, technical adviser to the 
president of the Republic, ended in total disagreement. 


The cnairman of the MRG, Jean-Michel Baylet, recalled at the end of the meeting 
of the national secretariat that "almost unanimously, the Mahoris, who have been 
French since 1841, want to remain so."' He "expressed his confidence in the fact 
that the president of the Republic and the government will ensure that the con- 
Stitution is respected in this affair, that is to say, the absolute right of the 
people of Mayotte to self-determination." 
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Study of Comoros Decolonization Reviewed 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 30 Jan 84 p 5 


[Article by Sydney Selvon: '"'Franco-Comoran Differences Over Mayotte: A Real 
Imbroglio"'] 


[Text] You know, the Comoros? They are islands which, like 
us, belong to a similar region, the southwest part of the 
Indian Ocean, and whose socio-economic and political de- 
velopment should therefore not leave us indifferent. All the 
more so because an unfinished decolonization has deprived 
them of a part of their national territorial heritage, the 
island of Mayotte, just as in the case of Mauritius, which 
was deprived of its Chagos archipelago at the time of decol- 
onization. 


/ndre Oraison, a junior lecturer at the French University of the Indian Ocean 
(Reunion University Center), has just completed a study of precisely this as- 
pect of the decolonization of the Comoros*. In this long dissertation, a copy 
of which he sent to us exclusively, Mr Oraison, who in a recent study formed 
some conclusions concerning the illegality, with respect to international law, 
of the removal of the Chagos from Maurician territory, says he considers the 
refusal to annex the Comoran territory of Mayotte and to keep it under French 
jurisdiction at the time of Comoran independence, is just as much against in- 
ternational law. 


The author could have entitled his thesis "The Franco-Comoran Imbroglio." In 
fact, as far as imbroglios go, this is one indeed. A classic. Here is why: 


The Comoros demanded independence as long ago as 1972. It was promised by 

France in 1973. On 23 November 1974 a law was passed by the French Parliament 

to the effect that "the people of the Comoros shall be consulted on the question 
of whether they desire to choose independence or remain within the French Repub- 
lic," Art 5 of the law confirming an always-acknowledged obvious fact, to the ef- 
fect that the archipelago is to be treated as a whole. The proclamation of the 
results of the planned popular election would be global. 


94.56 Percent of the Votes for Independence 
On 22 December 1974 the Comoran population was called upon to answer a "clearly- 


posed" question, in Mr Oraison's words. The question: "Do you wish the terri- 
tory of the Comoros to be independent?" A crushing majority of the population 





*"Some Reflections on the French Conception of the Right of Peoples to Self-De- 
termination in the Light of Franco-Comoran Differences Over the Island of 
Mayotte,'' by Andre Oraison, junior lecturer, French University of the Indian 
Ocean (Reunion University Center). 


*"Changes in the British Ocean Territory--the American Military Implantation 
Process in Diego Garcia,"' by A. Oraison, APOI [expansion unknown], 1979. 
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answered yes in the election arranged by the French authorities: 94.56 percent 
of voters actually in favor of independence. 


It is after the election that the problem begins to get lively. At the time of 
the election, a small group of islands in the interior of the Comoros, united as 
Mayotte, voted with 63.82 percent of the votes (a two-thirds majority) against 
the independence proposal. This is comparable to the 1967 elections in 
Mauritius, when Rodrigues voted (even more massively--over 90 percent) against 
independence, which was at stake in those elections. Would it have been right 
for Great Britain to carve up the Mauritian entity while keeping Rodrigues under 
its administration, as they did with the Chagos? Was it right for France to 
carve up the Comoran territory while keeping Mayotte? 





To both questions Mr Oraison replies: no, because to carve up colonies prelin- 
inary to granting independence is contrary to international laws. 


What happens in the Comoros after the vote in favor of independence? The Ma- 
horis (the inhabitants of Mayotte) move heaven and earth to remain part of the 
French state and succeed in convincing the French senators that special status 
must be given to Mayotte. The French government at that time, led by the par- 
ties of the right under the presidency of Valery Giscard d'Estaing, in the end 
invoke the French constitution, on the strength of a judgment pronounced by the 
Constitutional Council, in order to keep Mayotte under French protection. 





Andre Oraison dismisses the legality, in international law, of that recourse to 
a particular article of the French Constitution, namely Art 53, the last para- 
graph of the constitution of 4 October 1958. 


Here are Mr Oraison's comments on the recourse to that article: 


"Clarified by the decision of the Constitutional Council of 30 December 1975, 
generally disapproved of as doctrine, the scope of this article, according to 
which no cession of territory is valid 'without the consent of the populations 
concerned', is especially limited. Certainly the wise men of the Palais Royal 
constitutionalized the practise of the 'secession' of territories, which is now 
possible, like the 'cession' to the conditions of Art 53, that is to say, after 
agreement by the local population and the approval of Parliament. But they en- 
phasized that the right of secession must be reconciled with the contradictory 
principles to which France, a unitary state, is traditionally dedicated: the 
'free determination of peoples" mentioned in the Preamble to the Constitution-- 
which legitimizes secession--and the indivisibility of the republic as written 
into Art 2--which logically forbids it. By deciding that the right of self-de- 
termination may be expressed in a way that is divisive in concrete terms, by 
allowing Mayotte to remain French while the other islands can accede to inde- 
pendence as a result of the 22 December 1974 ballot--the Constitutional Council 
sanctions a concept of the right of peoples that manifestly ignores the princi- 
ple of the indivisibility of colonial entities." 





Mr Oraison next engages in a long dissertation on French constitutional law as 
it relates to decolonization. He raises pertinent queS€iens; ‘For example, 
Mayotte being itself an archipelago made up of minuscule islands, could it be 
carved up tomorrow if there were to be a profound divergence of opinion on the 
independence question, if such a question were one day raised? 
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The "Balkanization" of the Comoros 


Mr Oraison believes that all in all, France has proceeded to ''Balkanize" the 
Comoros, in violation of international law. But there is worse: the situation 
thus created by the former government of Valery Giscard d'Estaing is in danger 
of being perpetuated, to the detriment of the interests of the independent 
Comorans as much as those of the Mahoris themselves. Thus, after respecting the 
Mahoris' right to separate themselves from the rest of the Comoros at the time 
of decolonization, today it is holding up to ridicule their desire to build 
Mayotte into a French department. 


The French dilemma boils down to this: carving up the Comoros in defiance of 
the right of the peoples, and keeping Mayotte in the French state do not con- 
form to the ideas of the left, which today is in power in Paris. Moreover, it 
is an embarrassing contradiction to the Socialist Party's talk about decoloniza- 
tion. At the same time, at the legal level the Mahoris, being French, are in- 
tending to remain so at whatever cost (they reject the poverty and chaos that 
reign under the regimes that succeeded Moroni, not to mention the mercenaries 
and the blood that flowed, etc.). According to French constitutional law, the 
government in Paris cannot make light of the Mahori determination not to leave 
the French state, because that would be to strike a blow at the right of French 
citizens to remain French. It does not dare to accede to the Mahori request to 
transform Mayotte into a department, out of concern for maintaining good rela- 
tions with progressives of the region as well as elsewhere. 


To let go of Mayotte would be the equivalent of chasing from the French state 
citizens who want to remain there. And why is it that today the latter want to 
stay there even more than they did before? Mr Oraison explains: 


"We must remember that Mayotte's separation from the other ‘islands of the moon' 
was illustrated by the fact that the French franc was put into circulation, be- 
ginning 23 February 1976 in the place of the Comoros' CFA franc, that a local 
radio station began operation, a civil aviation connection was opened on 
Reunion and finally there was an unprecedented development of education and of 
administrative, health and social services. That being the case, how could the 
inhabitants of an island in full development, thanks to multiform aid from the 
home country, agree to be integrated into a state that, after the departure of 
the French in 1975, sank into disorder and improvisation, is synonymous with 
coups d'etat, mercenaries, corruption and maritime piracy, and whose political, 
economic and demographic prospects are frankly catastrophic?" 


The author finds that "'the Mahoris are categorically refusing to be integrated 
into an Islamic Republic that would bring them nothing but poverty. In this re- 
gard we can humanly understand them." 


However, Mr Oraison does not tackle in detail the conduct, in the 1970s, of the 
French right, which pushed the Comoros to secession. One will especially recall 
France's refusal to assume the responsibilities incumbent upon ner colonizer 
country vis-a-vis the populations it liberates from the colonial yoke in order to 
rehabilitate them economically, above all. A responsibility that is expressed in 
terms of aid, training, etc. Such "aid" is, in the language of decolonization, 
considered a compensation (never adequate, in truth) for the economic exploita- 
tion practised during colonization. Instead of that, as we recall, Paris chose 
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to push to the cooling-off point of relations with Moroni, where there was nev- 
ertheless one man in the government, Ahmed Abdallah, with whom is was completely 
possible to arrive at mutual understanding. Paris deliberately aggravated the d 
conflict (Mr Oraison did not examine that aspect of the question). It was ob- 

vious that Paris intended to take revenge on the independentists. As proof of 

this: the economic development Mayotte has undergone. It was necessary, in 

short, to prove to the inhabitants of the Comoros and other regions of the 

French empire, that it was better to remain in the French state than to try to 

get out of it. 





It is this behavior on the part of the French right that today is putting the 
present government of the left in an embarrassing position. The UN and the OAU 
continually condemn the maintaining of Mayotte in the French Republic, by regu- 
larly reaffirmed resolutions. 


In his conclusion, Mr Oraison discusses a potential federal solution: given 
that Moroni has already approved the principle of a federal republic (without, 
for all that, completing the project as it should be done, that is to say by 
giving relative autonomy to the different islands, Mayotte would gradually be 
led to integrate. 


But the chief obstacle is that the Mahoris are obstinately refusing today to 
abandon their status as French citizens. 


8946 
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MAURITIUS 


LIBYAN MISSION CLOSING DEFENDED, CRITICIZED 
Press, Other Reaction 
Port Lov'3 LE MAURICIEN in French 16 Jan 84 ppl, 4 


[Excerpts] There are various reactions to the closing of the Libyan 
diplomatic mission in Mauritius: the press organ of the Malagasy Socialist 
Movement (MSM) is this morning pleased by the development, saying that the 
libyan diplomats deserved even "worse" treatment than they received by the 
Mauritian Government, while the journal HORIZONS NOUVEAUX, in a special 
edition published yesterday morning, charged that behind the government's 
decision was an effort to divide the people “in order to establish the 
regime's hegemony.” As for the parliamentary opposition MMM, Secretary 
General Alan Ganoo condemned the government decision, particularly in the way 
it was carried out, and asserted that Colonel Qadhdhafi's New Year message was 
only used as an “excuse,” since “it is clear that the government had some 
other ulterior objective.” 


A reaction from the Catholic Church is expected soon. We do not know whether 
the head of Mauritian Catholics has had the opportunity to express his view on 
Colonel Qadhdhafi's New Year message. However, we believe that 
representatives of the Islamic faith in Mauritius will get in touch with 
Monsignor Margeot to discuss the whole affair, particularly possible 
implications of r iblication of the Libyan chief of state's message. 


Our colleague, L'EXPRESS, under the headline “Libyan Affair II," is strongly 
critical of Libya's behavior, and in particular that of Al Jaddy in Mauritius. 
It writes: One of the lessons to be derived is that we must stop foreign 
interference in Mauritian affairs. “We are among those who have no affinity 
with him. Al Jaddy's absence will not cause us to lose any sleep, yet 
something tells us that we should not rush to cry well done!" As for our 
colleague WEEK-END, it wondered yesterday about the “real reasons" leading to 
the closing of the Libyan diplomatic mission. 


In regard to Port Louis municipality, Lord Mayor Bashir Khodabux; capital 
councillor deputies Mathieu Lacle, Jerome Boulle, Osman Gendoo, Noel Lee 
Cheong Lem, and Dinesh Mundil; and other councillors and deputies of the Port 
Louis districts will today request a meeting with the Catholic spiritual 
leader, Msgr Jean Margeot, and the imams of the various mosques to study the 
implications of the Libyan leader's message. 
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According to the lord mayor of Port Louis, the report on the message by the 
prime minister “gives the impression that the Libyan head of state is using 
Islam to attack Christian faith.” It is the view of Mr Khodabux that 
“Christians and Muslims have coexisted for 14 centuries, and any danger of 
misunderstanding must be avoided after what has happened.” On Thursday, the 
municipal council will meet the press to “give all the details concerning the 
12 million rupees gift to the capital.” 


We now give you a report on the press conference by Prime Minister Aneerood 
Jugnauth Saturday morning at Government Hall. In the presence of members of 
the cabinet and a number of deputies of the alliance, Mr Jugnauth charged that 
the Libyan People's Committee was directly interfering in the internal affairs 
of the country and that he had information to this effect. 


Mr Jugnauth added that moreover the Libyan diplomats had shown arrogance by 
stressing the wealth of their country end by saying that it was Mauritius that 
needed Libya. Yet, despite this humil. tion, he had not taken the decision to 
expel the Libyans. Then there came Li: a's decision to make a 12 million 
rupees gift to Port Louis municipality, thus ignoring the projects proposed by 
the government for Libyan financing within the framework of a joint commission 
of the two countries. 


According to Mr Jugnauth, the Libyans refused to have a joint commission and 
went so far as to tell him that they could bring money into Mauritius on their 
own, without dealing with the government. Mr Jugnauth also denied that any 
foreign powers had dictated to the Mauritian Government its decision to close 
the Libyan diplomatic mission. 


Mr Jugnauth then came to "the straw that broke the camel's back,” Colonel 
Qadhdhafi's New Year message, in which he compared from an Islamic point of 
view the sacred books of the Jews, Christians and Moslems, noted the basic 
differences concerning revelation and the prophets, and invited the world to 
read the Koran. Tripoli addressed this message to all countries of the world, 
and it was given wide dissemination among peoples as part of an Islamic 
missionary effort at the initiative of Colonel Qadhdhafi. 


In Mr Jugnauth's opinion, it was specifically the tone and manner of this 
Libyan initiative that could harm the coexistence among religions in 
Mauritius. The prime minister believed that Christians could take offense at 
Colonel Qadhdhafi's comments regarding their beliefs. 


Mr Jugnauth emphasized that it was also a violation of his government's 
principles, specifically national independence and sovereignty. "I cannot 
tolerate such a violation,” he emphasized, hence his decision to expel the 
Libyan diplomats and to close the People's Office. However, he pointed out in 
his statement to the press that diplomatic relations with Libya had not been 
broken off. 
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Gaetan Duval Comment 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 17 Jan 84 p l 


[Excerpt] Deputy Prime Minister Sir Gaetan Duval told AFP on Monday in Jidda 
that the government had acted too “quickly and sharply” in the matter of 
expulsion of the members of the Libyan diplomatic mission in Port Louis. 


"If it had been I, I would have acted more tactfully,” he said, but explained 
that he was in “100-percent" agreement with the decision of Prime Minister 
Aneerood Jugnauth. 


Sir Gaetan, who, again according to AFP, is currently in Jidda as part of an 
unofficial tour of the Gulf, stressed that the Libyans had never been 
officially invited to Mauritius. “They arrived one day to establish an 
embassy, and we were warned after the event,” he said. 


According to him, this happened on the eve of the OAU summit of 1976 in Port 
Louis, without the island's officials being able to intervene. 


The deputy prime minister added that “the Libyans tried to cause trouble 
between the Muslim and Christian communities on the island (respectively 20 
and 30 percent of the population), spreading subversive ideas at the meetings 
and conferences that they organized.” 


Sir Gaetan Duval has already visited Qatar, Bahrein, and Dubai (United Arab 
Emirates). He will visit Egypt and the Sultanate of Oman after his 3-day 
visit to Saudi Arabia. In each country, he has met political leaders and 
business figures. 


Paul Berenger Comment 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 18 Jan 84 p 4 


[Text] The MMM yesterday repeated its condemnation of the government's 
decision to expel the Libyan diplomats from Mauritian soil. The leader of the 
opposition, Paul Berenger, said at a press conference that in retrospect “it 
is clear to the MMM that the government used excuses to expel the Libyans, 
and, moreover, that it had other things in mind.” Mr Berenger was accompanied 
at the press conference by the main leaders of the party, Dharmanand Fokeer, 
president; Alan Ganoo, secretary general; and Cassam Uteem and Jayen Cuttaree, 
Political Bureau members. 


In the MMM's view, the government's decision had had a dual purpose: first, to 
try, following the failure of some diplomatic initiatives, to please 

certain foreign powers, and subsequently to arouse one element of the 
population against another. 


In addition to the decision itself, the MMM also condemns the language and 
tone used by the prime minister, as well as the military means used to make 
the Libyans leave. In Mr Berenger's view, the prime minister's language and 
tone at his press conference were provocative. 
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It was unacceptable and inhumane, said Mr Berenger, to have used the army and 
armored vehicles, and that the government had seen fit to call on the NIU 
[expansion unknown] in order to have a diplomat's daughter removed from the 
school. This was even more unacceptable in that the government had some other 
alternatives. According to Mr Berenger, the government could have called on 
the Libyan government to recall the chief of mission and other diplomats, or 
have made a verbal protest to the government of that country to register an 
official protest. However, in the opposition leader's view it was clear that 
the government had had something else in mind. 


Mr Berenger also condemned the role played by MBC-TV in echoing, on this and 
several occasions, the language and tone of hate and provocation employed in 
this affair. 


On the other hand, continued Mr Berenger, the MMM and he again congratulated 
the Mauritian people, who had once again avoided the trap set for them. 

In the aame of his party, the opposition leader launched an appeal to all 
Mauritians to reject this act of provocation by the government and for each to 
do everything possible to further strengthen the national unity, while 
strictly respecting the country's cultural and religious diversity. 


Mr Berenger concluded by saying that the "feedback" received by the MMM from 
all parts of the country indicated that, far from having succeeded in its 
Machiavellian and condemnable plan, the government's action had produced a 
boomerang effect. The leader of the opposition took advantage of the occasion 
to praise the religious personalities, who he said had showed again that they 
merited their positions. 


‘The Struggle’ Party Communique 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 28 Jan 84 p 4 


[Text] In a communique issued to the press yesterday, “The Struggle” (Lalit) 
party commented on the closing of the Libyan embassy and regretted that the 
Mauritian Government had found it necessary to close the embassy of a Third 
World country in Mauritius. 


According to “The Struggle,” "it is clear that the Jugnauth regime is 
developing a strategy to isolate the MMM and paralyze it as the opposition. 

It is also clear that to achieve this goal, Jugnauth is not hesitating to 
resort to very dangerous communal provocations. Nevertheless, the nature and 
destinaticn of Libya's financial aid, its insistence in demanding that its 12 
million rupees in aid pass through the Port Louis municipality (MMM), and the 
unusual renewal of the mandate of Bashir Khodabux as lord mayor of Port Louis, 
all made Jugnauth's strategy possible." 


The party believes that the closing of the Libyan embassy represents a 
strengthening of American imperialist influence in the region. "The action 
against the Libyan embassy follows the same logic as that applied to the 
Jugnauth regime's rapprochement with South Africa and Taiwan, the logic that 
seeks to have France be an Indian Ocean shoreline state. At the same time, 
aid is sought from Saudi Arabia and Egypt." 
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Also, according to the party, “the activities of the Libyan embassy in 
Mauritius gave the Jugnauth regime sufficient excuse to take this measure.” 

The party draws the following additional lessons from the Libyan affair: 

"a) The communalist aims of the Jugnauth regime are to isolate the MMM from all 
mass support, and at the same time, the MMM is paralyzed by its own communal 
policy; b) the Jugnacth regime demonstrates that it has no lesson in regard 

to cormunal divisions, representing as it does a section of the bourgeoisie.” 


Finally, the party cites the danger of communal reactions, aggravated by 
thoughtless or opportunistic actions. “We condemned the communal opportunism 
of Boodhoo when he chose Ganga Asnan day to organize a demonstration against 
the barriers put up on the public beaches. Likewise today, we consider it 
also opportunistic and even more dangerous for E. Khodabux and R. Valayden 
(Committee for Solidarity and Unity) to try to organize a pro-Libvan, 
antiimperialist, and anti-Jugnauth regime demonstration on the Plaine Verte, 
one Friday after 'namaz.' We condemn them for the same communal opportunism 
demonstrated by Boodhoo,” wrote the party. Nevertheless, "The Struggle" party 
is in full solidarity with the workers and party members of the Plaine Verte 
"if they experience repression as a result of organizing this demonstration." 


9920 
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MAURITIUS 


OMT, FNAS PUSH FOR FORMATION OF 'REVOLUTIONARY' PARTY 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 4 Feb 84 p 6 


[Text] The Organization of Militant Workers (OMT) and the Anti-Somaz National 
Front (FNAS), two leftist organizations, are today more than convinced of the 
need to launch a new revolutionary party if Mauritius is eventually to 

become a democratic workers' republic. 


The leaders of these two organizations, who held a press conference yesterday 
morning, explained that despite the fact that the people turned out the 
Ramgoolam government, the two governments that have succeeded it have 

continued with the same policy, notwithstanding the beautiful promises 

they made to the workers and the little people during their election 

campaigns. This explains the need today to launch a real revolutionary party. 


Mr Dev Ramano, one of the OMT leaders and one of the principal sponsors of the 
press conference, analyzed the country's economic and social condition since 
the last elections in order to demonstrate that "Mr Jugnauth's second 
government is no friend of the little people." 


After having spoken about the "servicing" of the foreign debt, which is 
weighing more and more heavily on the budget and who effects have begun to 
be felt in the aggravation of unemployment and poverty, Mr Ramano spoke 
about the sugar industry. In his view, the government should nationalize 
that industry because "it is unacceptable for a handful of people to have 
control over 75 percent of our foreign exchange earnings, 55,000 workers who 


represent 25 percent of the workforce, and 200,000 acres [arpents] of land." 





On the subject of industrialization and foreign investment, he said that the 
government "can give gifts to many patrons," while job conditions and wages 
have remained the same. He also denounced the MMM [Mauritian Militant 
Movement] for its vote on the Equity Financing Fund. Such a fund, he said, 
protects investors, while the workers get nothing in return. 


The OMT and the FNAS, according to Mr Ramano, favor the installation of 
industries that can serve our domestic markets. 


The representatives of these two organizations also made public their respective 
programs of activity for the weeks and months to come. The first, which is 
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published by FNAS, reaffirms the intention of "this mass political movement" 
to struggle for socialism. In order to do that, it strives for the unity and 
independence of the working class and the working people. The FNAS says that 
this struggle requires the rejection of the politics of communalism and 
social consensus, as well as a rejection of the dictates of the IMF, the 
World Bank and the EEC. 


The program presented by the OMT states that its "struggle is to make of 
the isiand of Mauritius a democratic republic of the working people. But 
we do not claim that we intend to build a real socialistic society 
immediately." 


In that context, the OMT anticipates the gradual disappearance of the 
"anarchy of capitalism." 


The OMT and FNAS leaders present at the press conference were Ramdass Sookiah, 


K. Beekoo, V. Booluck, Y. Pauline, J. Rene, D. Ramano, E. Lamarc and 
A. Beekun. 
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MAURITIUS 


MSM/LP/PMSD ALLIANCE GETS INVOLVED IN TRADE UNION MOVEMENT 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 4 Feb 84 pp l, 4 


[Excerpts] The governing MSM-PTr-PMSD [Mauritius Socialist Movement-Labor 
Party-Mauritian Social Democratic Party] Alliance is moving into the trade 
union field. Mr Peter Craig, one of the principal leaders of the Alliance 
during the recent campaign, announced that a trade union confederation will 
soon be established "to support the political activity of the Alliance." 
This new organization, according to Mr Craig, does not intend to destabilize 
or weaken other existing confederations, but rather to strengthen the trade 
union movement. 


Mr. Craig, whom the Alliance named as president of the trade union commission, 
was accompanied by Mr S. Pelladoah, the parliamentary deputy from Grand 
Baie/Poudre d'Or. Mr Georgy Candahoo, back-up deputy for Port-Louis Nord, 

was also in attendance at the press conference, along with a number of trade 
union personalities, including R. Lasauteuse, B. Piagnee, T. Fowdar, B. Pali 
and §. Gokhool. 


Mr Raj Virahsawmy, Lutchmeeparsad Ramsahok (former president of the GWF 
[General Workers Federation]), Georgy Candahoo and S. Pelladoah will serve 

as advisers to the new confederation, which will probably be named "Worker 
Solidarity Federation." Nevertheless, the key positions in the confederation 
will be occupied by the trade union members themselves. A group of attorneys, 
including Yousouf Mohamed, Amba Chinien, Kailash Purryag, Marc Hein and 

Madun Dulloo have agreed to act as legal advisers to the confederation. 


Mr Craig said that the new organization has met with other confederations in 
an effort to find common ground for working in concert. He noted that, during 
the last election campaign, the Alliance had emphasized the necessity of 
political and social stability in the country if jobs are to be created, 
because without the help and participation of the workers, there can be no 
development on Mauritius. Between now and the year 2000 the trade union 
movement must become much more dynamic and assume much greater responsibility, 
because "in the 1970's Mauritius had an aggressive trade union movement that 
trampled the economic development of the country under foot," Mr Craig said. 


The Alliance leader noted that Mauritius has about 360 officially registered 
trade unions, but that the majority of them are not affiliated to a 
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confederation. According to Mr Craig, the others are not satisfied with the 
way their confederations work, and this is why the Alliance decided to 
establish a federation, or rather a confederation. 


Mr Craig said that the new organization is working in close collaboration with 
the Mauritius Labor Congress sith regard to the sugar industry. "We are 
already in the field, and we are operating in about 14 sectors, while waiting 
to receive our official registration from the Registrar of Associations," 

said Mr Craig, in conclusion. These sectors include, among others, the hotel 
sector, mass transit, the civil service, the parastatal corps, education, 

the free zone and part of the port. 


Asked about the strange coincidence that the announcement of a new confed- 
eration comes only 2 days after Mr K. Venkatasamy's statement to the effect 
that there is an attempt to break up the FSSC [expansion unknown], Mr Craig 
said he had no comment on that. 


Meanwhile, when asked to comment on Mr Craig's statement concerning colla- 
boration with the MLC [Mauritius Labor Congress], the president of that 
confederation, Mr C, Bhagirutty, gave us the following statement: ''The 

MLC, as a labor confederation, is an independent organization and has had 

no contact with the Alliance. Nevertheless, two of our trade unions, the 
Plantation Workers Union and the SIOA [expansion unknown], the supervisors’ 
trade union, have in fact met with Alliance officials in order to discuss 
modifications to be made in the law to improve working conditions for 

sugar industry workers. But the MLC itself has had no contact. Besides, we 
think that the moment is not propitious for the creation of a new confed- 
eration, for Mauritius already has several representative and well-organized 
confederations that have a history behind them. The proliferation of 
confederations is an endemic disease and we think that the creation of 
another confederation will only further divide the workers. 


"We know some of the trade union figures who were present at yesterday's press 
conference. They have never made a mark in the history of the trade union 
movement. We know their credibility and we say 'Good luck' to the Alliance 

in its undertaking." 
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MAURITIUS 


EFFORTS TO IMPROVE RICE PRODUCTION REPORTED 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 7 Feb 84 pp l, 6 


[Text] The government would like to see rice production on Mauritius rise to 
close to 10,000 tons, which would represent one month's supply for the 

country. By establishing the price of "polished" rice as follows--8,000 rupees 
per ton (Grade I); 7,640 rupees per ton (Grade II); and 7,000 rupees per ton 
(Grade III)--the government hopes to encourage local production to reach 
certain levels under appropriate conditions. Within the Ministry of Agri- 
culture, emphasis is on the fact that Mauritian rice production would make 
supply more secure, since it takes nearly a month for the rice that we import 
from Burma or China, our traditional suppliers, to reach Port Louis. 


In the hope of encouraging local production, an area of close to 250 acres 
[arpents] located at Mare d'Australia and Mon Choisy will be cultivated as part 
of the Small Scale Agricultural Development Project with financial support 

from the International Fund for Agricultural Development (FIDA). This land, 
which belongs to 125 growers, was under rice cultivation from 1967 to 1976. 

In 1972, Mauritian production reached 1,152 tons, but because of increases 

in the price of sugar on the world market, many rice growers opted instead 

for sugar cane. Consequently, production declined, amounting to only 14 tons 
in 1982, while the quantity of rice imported rose to 72,500 tons in the 

same year. 


In 1983, the Ministry of Agriculture took certain steps to encourage rice 
growers. Among other things, officials established the purchase price for 
paddy rice at 4,857 rupees per ton. The results were not long in coming, 
and last year rice production was up to 125 tons. 





Despite the inherent difficulties and problems of profitability, the experiments 
continue at various levels. The plantations under irrigation--either by the 
drip method or the aerial spray system--, and cultivation of rain-watered 

rice, cultivation in submerged fields, on dry ground, and even in interstices 
all continue. 


The center at Albion, where Chinese agricultural technicians are working, 


still continues its experiments on some 40 varieties of rice sent from the 
International Rice Research Institute of the Philippines and also from China. 
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The two newest varieties, which are best adapted to conditions on Mauritius, 
have been the Kwang Erl and the Red Plum Zao. The Albion center also produces 
seed from its own varieties which is sold to growers. The Chinese technicians 
are also providing their technical assistance to the growers of Mare 
d'Australia and Mare Choisy. 


As to profitability, the figures are being compiled, and soon enough it 
should be possible to determine the per-acre cost of production. 


9516 
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MAURITIUS 


DROUGHT CAUSES DECLINE IN SUGAR PRODUCTION 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 8 Feb 84 pp l, 5 


[Text] "While the 1983 season was marked by drought on the physical side, 
it was also characterized by an anguishing deterioration in the economic 
condition of the sugar industry:" this was the comment made by Mr Roger de 
Chazal, president of the Chamber of Agriculture, regarding the 1983 sugar 
campaign. 


In PROSI, the president of the Chamber of Agriculture has this to say about 
the sugar industry in 1983: 


Physical Aspects of the Harvest 


"We begin by saying that the harvest was very disappointing, and in fact 
amounted to less than 605,000 tons (604,741 tons, to be precise), while a 
normal yield for the country under present conditions is about 685,000 tons. 
Thus, the country has suffered the loss of about 80,000 tons, for a reduction 
of about 12 percent compared to a normal harvest. 


"The poor harvest is the result of the drought which has prevailed in the 
country since February, and which is one of the most serious in recent years. 


"The per-acre [arpent] yield of cane was 28.2 tons, whereas it was 34.8 tons 
in 1982. This year, then, we had 6.6 tons fewer per acre. Total cane 
production was 5,254,665 tons, or 1,327,197 tons fewer than in 1982. 


By contrast, and precisely because of the drought that prevailed during the 
cane growing season, the cane had a higher yield of sugar---11.51 percent in 
1983, compared to 10.45 percent in 1982. The loss of cane production was thus 
partially offset by higher sucrose content and a better extraction rate. 


Economic Aspects 


"On the economic side, the loss we have sustained will be partially offset by 
the Sugar Industry Insurance Fund. But given the decline in production and 
the proportionately increased burden of the industry's fixed costs, this 
harvest will have very high production costs. 
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"losses sustained by the sugarworks at this point are estimated at 432 million 
rupees, compared to 421 million rupees last year. These cumulative losses 
pose a liquidity problem that is increasingly severe for many companies and 
has reached an intolerable level in certain cases. 


"The causes, the consequences as well as the solutions to this crisis have 
been explained more than once and in more than one forum, most recently before 
the commission of inquiry. I do not propose to go over them again here, 
except in one respect, in order to underline the urgent necessity of taking 
measures to reestablish the profitability of the industry and thereby arrest 

a process of decline which began some time ago. It is also important that 
real solutions, rather than palliatives, be found to the industry's economic 
problems, so that, instead of merely prolonging the financial crisis through 
loans, we confront and surmount the structural problems standing in the way 

of profitability. 


9516 
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MAURITIUS 


DETAILS ON NEW HYDROELECTRIC PLANT GIVEN 
Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 25 Jan 84 pp l, 4 


[Text] The Champagne hydroelectric plant will very probably go into operation 
around mid-February, if all work is finished on schedule. Actually, the civil 
engineering work, notably the construction of the dam and the principal 
reservoir, the spillway, the building that houses the plant, and the tunnel 
(2,900 meters long with a diameter of 2.5 meters) are already 100 percent 
completed. The final work of machinery installation and building of the 
distribution network has also reached an advanced stage, with close to 

90 percent of the work already completed. The Italian company COGEFAR and 

the French firm Spie Batignolles Travaux Public (SBTP) have been carrying out 
the work under the supervision of consultants from the Snowy Mountains 
Engineering Corporation (SMEC). The construction firms have already laid off 
the majority of workers at the construction site. Some 50 workers are still 
on the job there. We are advised that two workers were killed in accidents 

at the site, but there have been no further incidents. 


Any day now the first tests will be made on one of the two generators already 
instalied. The strong rains during the transit of Hurricane Bakoly were 
very beneficial and resulted in the principal reservoir filling up completely 
for the first time since the project began, almost filling to the point of 
overflow. At one point the water reached a level of 242 meters above sea 
level, thus exceeding the normal level of 241 meters. At the moment there 

is a surplus of water which is being discharged in an overflow channel into 
the Canard River at an average rate of 22 cubic meters per second, or about 

2 million cubic meters of water per day. 


Having reached its maximum level, the capacity of the reservoir stands 

at 4.4 million cubic meters of water. According to theoretical calculations, 
made on the basis of studies of rainfall in the region, the plant could go 
into operation for at least 3.6 hours per day throughout the year. 


The water, after being used by the plant, will be discharged into the 
Champagne River at a rate of close to 16.8 cubic meters per second, or about 


60,000 cubic meters per hour. 


According to CEB [Central Electricity Board] technicians, the Champagne 
plant will only go into operation at peak ioad times in the mornings and 
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afternoons, in order to alleviate the pressure on the thermal plants. This 
new plant is expected to produce 40 million kilowatt-hours annually. The 
total power of the two generators is 30 megawatts. 


The COGEFAR company is claiming damages of 311 million rupees against the 


CEB for failing to meet payment deadlines. This matter may be brought before 
an international body for adjudication or arbitration. 


9516 
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MAURITIUS 


BRIEFS 


DROUGHT KILLS CATTLE ON RODRIGUES--The drought which has ravaged Rodrigues 
all year has killed between 1,000 and 1,400 cattle. Losses are estimated at 
5.6 million rupees. The principal cause of the livestock deaths is believed 
to be lack of adequate fodder, as Rodrigues is well-known for having an 
abundance of livestock but meager pasturage. This was one of the conclusions 
reached by Mr Roger Arnold, a consultant with the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO). Mr Arnold just returned from Rodrigues after spending 

a week there. He made the visit following an urgent appeal made last year 
by the Mauritian Government for aid to Rodrigues in the face of the long 
drought which has prevailed on that island. Mr Arnold also said that a high 
percentage of the cattle on Rodrigues are afflicted with kerato-conjunctivitis. 
Others suffer from various parasites because of che water shortage. In his 
recommendations, Mr Arnold suggested various measures to forestall the 
unfortunate effects of droughts that may strike the island in the future. 

His principal recommendation was to reduce the number of livestock on 
Rodrigues, in order to reduce the demand for forage. On the other hand, he 
believes that this reduction could be offset by improved livestock marketing. 
Mr. Arnold also urges the cattlemen to form cooperatives, so they could make 
more effective use of the "cattle walks."' Mr. Arnold believes it is 
imperative to increase the number of veterinarians stationed on Rodrigues. 
The FAO expert said the equipment in existing laboratories is inadequate. 
[Excerpt] [Port Louis L'EXPRESS in French 6 Feb 84 pp 1, 4] 9516 


RODRIGUES RELAY STATION--Construction began 2 weeks ago on the building that 
will house the relay station at Citronelle, Rodrigues. The Allied Builders 
firm got the contract on the project. A delegation including engineers, 
contractors, representatives of Mauritius Broadcasting Corporation (MBC) 

and Mr Charles Thompson of the British High Commission went to Rodrigues in 
mid-January and remained there for several days in connection with ground- 
breaking ceremonies. This relay station will give radio listeners on Rodrigues 
better reception. The station will have an "emergency program unit" to enable 
island authorities to communicate to Rodrigues residents in case of emergency, 
especially when a hurricane strikes the island. We should mention that 
financing for this relay station on Rodrigues is being provided by the Overseas 
Development Administration (ODA), a British financial entity, and by the 
Mauritian Government. Construction of the building was to have started in 
1982, but had to be delayed because of a liquidity shortage. [Text] [Port 
Louis L'EXPRESS in French 4 Feb 84 p 7] 9516 
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NIGER 


RESULTS OF FIRST REGULAR SESSION OF NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 
Niamey LE SAHEL in French 14 Feb 84 pp 1, 3 


[Excerpts] The first regular session of the National Development Council 
got underway yesterday at the Palace of Congresses, presided over by its 
chairman, Oumarou Mamane. 


During the first session, the members of the National Development Council will 
discuss a long agenda divided into 16 points, mainly relating to the drafting 
of the national constitution, the operation and organization of the institu- 
tions of the Development Company and decentralization, the status and role 

of development advisers, the actions of national solidarity on behalf of 
people who have suffered disasters or calamities and the fight against ex- 
vansion of the desert. 


In the speech he delivered, tne chairman of the National Development Council 
brought up these main points, emphasizing, with respect to decentralization, 
the need for an approach making consultation and participation its credo, the 
only "guarantee of the effective, voluntary participation of the population." 


"We have gathered here today for the first regular session of our institution 
since its solemn installation on 3 August," he said. 


"This event of great importance, which also coincides with the beginning of 
the session of our august assembly in this new year, confirms beyond a 
shadow of a doubt, beyond its symbolic value, our firm common will and our 
determination to work tirelessly to build the Nigerien society of the future, 
a society of justice and solidarity, work and progress. 


"We now face the truly historic mission which the chief of state entrusted 

to the National Development Council, that of the drafting of the national 
constitution. The constitutional commission, set up by Decree No 84-01/PCMS/ 
CND of 11 January 1984, was installed on 16 January 1984. 


"I would like every Nigerien man and woman to grasp the.dimension of this 
undertaking and the changes it involves. We are asked to present a document 
that will henceforth serve as a frame of reference for the policies of the 
nation and the Nigerien Government and the source of our laws, ways and means 
involved in building the Development Company. 
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"Every one of our fellow citizens must fully measure the political and historic 
scope of the undertaking and, as sincere patriots concerned about the higher 
interest of our people, make their contribution so that the political, eco- 
nomic and social institutions emanating from it may transcend generations and 
be those of the Nigerien nation. That is why I would like to emphasize once 
more our participation in the debate on the national constitution which, 
beyond a mere initiative left up to the discretion of each individual, is a 
duty that we must accomplish. 


"Every possible measure has been taken to make that participation effective. 


"First of all, there is the composition of the constitutional commission, 
which is like a synthesis of our social elements. 


"Next come the various stages of the drafting of our national constitution. 
The constitutional commission will first of all make a preliminary draft that 
will be widely published and discussed by the entire population, which will 
also be asked to rule on the final proposal. 


"Finally, we shall have the different conference-debates that were initiated 
for the benefit of the members of the constitutional commission as well as the 
public at large on such varied topics as: the Algerian Constitution, Islam 
and development, the type of development for Africa, and problems of nation- 
building, all with the aid of eminent professors of international renown. 


"The purpose of these conferences, which have been widely reported in the 
press, is to enable the members of the national constitutional commission 

to learn from the different experiments tried here and there in Africa and 

the Third World in general. They also provide substantial information for the 
public. The numerous pertinent questions posed are eloquent proof of the 
interest which our young people in particular attach to the future of our 
people. 


"The national constitutional commission is now hard at work. It has set up 
subcommittees assigned to all sectors of national life: rural development, 
social and cultural problems, education, training, information and scientific 
research, industry, mining, commerce and transport, administration and poli- 
tics, security and national defense. 


"In addition, there is an ad hoc committee responsible for studying financial 
policy, money and credit. 


"On behalf of our august assembly, I should like to sincerely thank and en- 
courage the members of the commission for the seriousness with which they 
have approached their mission. 


"Faithful to the spirit of dialogue and concertation, the National Development 
Council hopes to do everything possible to encourage all the social strata of 
our country to engage in common, sustained reflection on the proposed consti- 
tution and ensure that all Nigeriens, from Tera to Bosso and trom Bilma to 
Torodi, are closely associated with this process of building the Nigerien 
nation. 
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"You can therefore understand the importance of your role in the context of 
this new experience. Consequently, you must prepare to organize and conduct, 
each within his own sphere of responsibility, a vast campaign of mobilization 
and awareness, information and explanation, on the real scope of such a consti- 
tution. We must approach this task with faith and determination, unfailing 
availability and self-sacrifice. That will be the measure of our success. 


"The creation of the liaison bulletin of the National Development Council 
responds to the concern for continuing dialogue between the people and the 
institutions of the Development Company. 


"Consequently, it must be judiciously used to convey ideas within the framework 
of the debate on the national constitution. Thanks to the select place granted 
our national languages, we have received articles written by literate peasants. 
It would be desirable for this praiseworthy practice to be encouraged and 
spread further." 


Banishing Autocracy 


"Concerning the activities of the National Development Council which will be 
reported to you, I am happy to emphasize the recent session of the Regional 
Development Council of Zinder in which its president asked me to participate. 
I noted with satisfaction the way in which debate was conducted and the degree 
of awareness of the members of the council, their responsibility with respect 
to development. 


"The very relevant points included in the agenda provided us with an opportun-- 
ity to go to Tasker, where over 3,000 of our fellow citizens, who reside in 
an area with very difficult living conditions, gathered together for the 
first time in history. 


"What they told us bears witness to their complete support and confidence 
in the policy followed by the Supreme Military Council and the government and 
their faith in the ideals of the Development Company. 


"But Tasker also gave us a fine lesson in our method of approach." 
Fairness as a Way of Life 


"Actually, that gathering enabled the people to settle their differences thanks 
to a dialogue between them, first of all, and between them and the administra- 
tion. 


"This means that all of our administrative and technical cadres must resolutely 
turn their backs on the cold, autocratic and technocratic approach consisting 
of administering from a distance and conceiving solutions behind desks and 
instead, adopt the solution of consultation and concertation, which requires 

a constant dialogue with the people. This approach is the guarantee of the 
effective, voluntary participation of the people. It is also that of the 
accuracy of our solutions and tk2 success of the Development Company. 
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"Vice presidents of the National Development Council, presidents of the 
regional development councils, honorable National Council members: 


"Our office has met and drafted an agenda including several points, among them: 
the organization and operation of the institutions of the Development Company; 
the status and roles of development council members. 


"On this point, I would like to say a few words on the image of the model 
council member. Development council members are development militants and 
not practitioners of verbalism and demagogy. 


"They must consequently constantly listen to the people and seek their well- 
being. 


"That is why they must once and for all banish from their minds any quest for 
material advantages and other abuses of authority that were characteristic of 
a certain type of representative of the people, from which they must differ 
radically. 


"That is why I also deem it important for you to be aware of your responsibil- 
ities. Avant-garde nationalists, moral integrity must be your daily law. You 
must bear in mind that those who chose you are observing you. In addition, 
perceiving you as the model leader in the Development Company, they will judge 
our institution through you. Therefore, make fairness, honesty and humility 
your modus vivendi." 


11,464 
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NIGER 


INTERIM PLAN OF CONSOLIDATION 1984-1985 ADOPTED 
Niamey SAHEL HEBDO in French No 394, 13 Feb 84 p 4 


[Excerpt] Following a week of deliberation, yesterday morning the members 
of the government finally adopted the document on the Interim Plan of Consoli- 
dation (PIC) for 1984-1985, totaling an estimated 130 billion francs. 


The basic options of the government's multisectorial development action were 
redefined and spelled out with respect to the results registered during the 
5-year period from 1979 to 1983. 


Priority was given to food self-sufficiency, the activities of the productive 
sectors and the establishment of the Development Company, as well as consoli- 
dation of achievements in the social sectors. In all cases, the government 
inserted the drafting and implementation of the PIC within the general context 
of the current economic and financial recovery. 


In other words, there will be strict management and austerity in government 
in order to avoid a gap between real financial resources and funds committed 
during this period of general economic recession. 


The Cabinet met from 2 to 9 February 1984 in its chambers, presided over by 
Gen Seyni Kountche, for the purpose of examining the document on the Interim 
Plan of Consolidation for the 1984-1985 period. 


A thorough analysis of the document, which presents the main results regis- 
tered during the four years of the 1979-1983 Plan, enabled the government to 
define the guidelines and priorities, as well as the means to be used for the 
next two years. 


Despite the context of crisis affecting the period of its duration, the Five- 
Year Plan was carried out with generally satisfactory results. 


For a total amount of 387 billion CFA francs, the public investments made 
between 1979 and 1982 resulted in important progress in the field of rural 
development, the mining and energy sectors and in meeting the social needs 
of our country, as well as eliminating its isolation. 


With respect to the Interim Program of Consolidation, whose public invest- 
ments will total some 130 billion, the government was anxious to situate its 
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drafting and implementation within the general context of the current economic 
and financial recovery. The guidelines of the program therefore place more 
emphasis on the consolidation of investments compatible with the government's 
real possibilities. 


The Cabinet also reaffirmed priority granted to the search for food self- 
sufficiency, continuation of the activities of the productive sectors and 
the establishment of the Development Company. Despite the difficult times 
the country is going through, the government will pursue the consolidation 
of its achievements in the social sectors (education and professional training, 
health, water projects and jobs, in particular), within the limits of its 
means. 


Following its deliberations, the Cabinet passed a proposal approving the 
Interim Program of Consolidation for 1984-1985. 


Niamey, 9 February 1984 


11,464 
CSO: 3419/447 
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NIGER 


BRIEFS 


THREE FAO AGREEMENTS SIGNED--Three agreements were signed on Tuesday, 

31 January 1984, in the presence of His Excellency Dr Ari Toubo Ibrahin, 
minister of rural development. The first agreement concerns a special 
emergency aid amounting to $100,000, or about 42 million CFA francs, given by 
the FAO's Office of Special Relief Operations (OSRO) to Niger's livestock 
farmers who were severely hit by the poor results of their animal-fodder crops. 
These funds will be used to purchase vitamin-enriched products which will be 
distributed among livestock farmers to bridge the gap until the next crop (from 
April to July). The second agreement is to make improvements in the Central 
Veterinary Laboratory of Niamey in the amount of $115,000 or 48.3 million CFA 
francs. The third agreement, intended to help the Nigerien Government to draw 
up an investment program for small irrigation projects, is for a sum of $35,000 
or 14.7 million CFA francs. The money for the last two programs will come from 
the funds of the Technical Cooperation Program (PCT) of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. Furthermore, last Sunday the 
director-general of FAO told the press that he had approved the delivery of 
2,500 tons of grain products and 500 tons of powdered milk as emergency aid to 
bring relief to 53,000 disaster victims over an 8-month period. This aid, 
worth $1.285 million, or 540 million CFA francs, will be distributed by the 
World Food Program. [Excerpt] [Niamey LE SAHEL in French 1 Feb 84 pp 1, 3] 
8796 


TWO ADB LOAN AGREEMENTS--Al-Housseini Mouloul, secretary of state for planning, 
and Donatien Bihute, deputy president in charge of operations of the ADB 
[African Development Bank] group with headquarters in Abidjan (Ivory Coast), 
signed two loan agreements on Tuesday, 31 January 1984, in Niamey. Under the 
terms of these agreements the ADB group will provide, from its funds in Niger, 
a first loan of 2.5 million ADF [African Development Fund] units of account 

(1 billion CFA francs) to help finance the “Auxiliary Roads" Project and a 
second loan of 10 million ADF units of account (4 billion CFA francs) to help 
finance the "Zinder-Agadez Road" Project. These agreements bring to 

$80 million, equivalent to some 32 billion CFA francs, the total amount of ADB 
funds invested in the Republic of Niger. [Text] [Niamey LE SAHEL in French 

2 Feb 84 p 2] 8796 
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ACDI PROTOCOL SIGNED--On Tuesday, 7 February 1984, Ide Oumarou, minister of 
foreign affairs and cooperation, and Margaret Catley-Carlson, president of the 
Canadian International Development Agency (ACDI) signed a protocol of under- 
standing relating to Canadian aid of over 4,084,000 CFA francs, to be used for 
the national program of village and grazing water projects in the departments 
of Maradi, Zinder and Diffa. The project, to be carried out between now and 
1987, will use the services of a Canadian firm for the drilling of 250 village 
wells, equipped with pumps. In addition, 50 grazing wells will be completed 
by the Office of Subsoil Water (OFEDES). The health education of the people 
involved will be the responsibility of Nigerien teams from the ministries of 
Public Health and Planning. [Excerpt] [Niamey LE SAHEL in French 8 Feb 84 

p 3] 11,464 


WATER PROJECTS FINANCING AGREEMENT--On 16 January in Brussels, Yacouba Sandi, 
Nigerien ambassador to the EEC, and Edgard Pisani, commissioner for develop- 
ment, signed a financing agreement for a village water project program in the 
Department of Zinder. The project provides for the completion of over 300 
wells that can be equipped with manual pumps, for some 1.5 billion CFA francs. 
This European contribution fits into the policy which the Nigerien Government 
intends to follow in the sector of small-scale water projects, a policy whose 
motto is "the right to water for everyone." One of the important and innova- 
tive aspects of this project is the determination to bring village beneficiar- 
ies into the completion of projects so as to make them responsible, both 
financially and materially, for maintenance. The main results anticipated are: 
providing drinking water for a rural population of some 120,000 persons, who 
will have 25 liters of clean water available per person per day, with positive 
effects on their health; the appropriation of wells by villagers, who will 
therefore play a more important part in improving their own living conditions 
and thereby lighten the government's burden with respect to maintenance. The 
project is expected to take 28 months for work and the organizational and 
information campaigns in the villages. The cost will be borne by nonrepayable 
aid from the fifth European Development Fund installment. [Text] [Niamey 

LE SAHEL in French 7 Feb 84 p 4] 11,464 
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NIGERIA 


BRIEFS 


ESSENTIAL GOODS PROMISED PRIORITY--PRIORITY will henceforth be given to pro- 
ducers of essential goods as regards grant of import licences. This will be 
in addition to proper screening to ensure that such licences go to genuine 
manufacturers. The Minister for Commerce, Malam Mohammed Alhaji Mohammed, 
announced this while receiving in his office a delegation from the Institute 
of Management Consultants led by its Chairman, Alhaji Isa Ozi Salami. The 
delegation had called to discuss with the minister ways and means of arrest- 
ing the rising prices, inequity in price control, distributing of essential 
items as well as revamping the economy. [Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in 
English 30 Dec 83 p 13] 


DAM PROJECT ABANDONED--CONSTRUCTION work on the 34 million Naira Biu Dam 
Project in Borno State has been abandoned by the contractors due to the 
non-payment by the previous administrations in the state. The work which 
was supposed to have been completed in June 1982 was stopped in May of the 
same year with only 20 per cent of the work done. The dam was designed to 
supply one million gallons of purified drinking water daily to Biu, Kwaya 
Kusar, Miringa, Waka and some other surrounding villages. When contacted, 
the Resident Engineer of the Construction Company, Mr. Mohammed Khalil Ahmed, 
comfirmed that construction of the dam was stopped due to lack of dunds with 
only 20 per cent of the work already done. He, however, gave the assurance 
that the remaining 80 percent could be completed by December this year if 
funds were made availabie. [By Sani Haruna] [Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN 
in English 2 Jan 84 p 9] 


ABUJA LIFE SAID DULL--LIFE in Abuja, the Federal Capital, looks dull due to 
change of government in the country. When the NEW NIGERIAN visited the 
capitoi on Tuesday, most of the federal departments and commercial institu- 
tions were closed. Construction works going on in the new capital have 
stopped as contractors handling the projects have abandoned them. Most of 
the: road.-bhimacksdmounted were removed as people in the area went about their 
normal business. Most of them interviewed welcomed the military take over 
and described the former civilian administration "as a mess." [Text] [ Kaduna 
NEW NIGERIAN in English 4 Jan 84 p 16] 


POLLING BOOTHS DESTROYED--SOME of the polling booths used during the last 
elections in Jos metropolis have been pulled down by demonstrators follow- 
ing the announcement last Saturday banning all political parties in the 
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country. A correspondent of the News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) reports that 

the demolition started in Chobe area of Jos around 12 noon on Sunday. There 
was a scramble as the demonstrators struggled to carry away some of the mater- 
ials used for the construction of the booths. Some members of the public 
cheered as the demonstrators chanted, "change dole, change dole," (Meaning 
change by all means). [Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 5 Jan 84 p 10] 


ONABANJO, OTHERS IN CUSTODY--THE former governor of Ogun state, Chief Bisi 
Onabanjo, and 66 others have so far been arrested and kept at government 

guest house by the NSO in compliance with an order of the military government. 
Ogun deputy commissioner of police Mr. Thomas Lucas, who disclosed this to 
the News Agency of Nigeria (NAN), however, said that adequate arrangements had 
been made for their welfare. He said that a former minister in Shagari's 
administration, Chief Olu Awotesu, and a former presidential adviser on in- 
formation, Chief Olu Adebajo, were yet to report. He said that the police 
would search for whoever failed to show up. He, however, said that the former 
minister of national planning, Mrs. Ebun Oyagbola, had earlier shown up. (NAN) 
[Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 9 Jan 84 p 3] 


FORMER LEGISLATORS' PASSPORTS IMPOUNDED--TWO former legislators in the ousted 
civilian government Alhaji Jallo Waziri and Mallam Sidi Ali have had their 
passports seized by security officials at the Murtala Mohammed Airport. Sev- 
eral other former legislators whose names were not disclosed were also known 
to have had their passports impounded on the order of the federal military 
government. News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) correspondent at the scene of the 
seizure, reports that two international passports were recovered from Mallam 
Sidi Ali by Security officials at the local terminal of Murtala Mohammed 
Airport while awaiting a flight to Kano. Before he finally complied with 

the orders of the securitymen, who had earlier told him that they were acting 
on instructions, Mallam Sidi said that he did not consider himself a target 
of the military regime since he was known to be one of the loudest critics of 
the last administration. He told newsmen later that he welcomed the military 
government, because most of the men involved are men of integrity, with a 
sense of mission to deliver the goods". He called on the present leaders to 
take a radical posture and do away with half measures, adding "culprits like 
the former inspector general of police should have been dismissed and not 
retire." [Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 9 Jan 84 p 3] 


PASSPORT ISSUANCE HALTED--RENEWAL of old and issuance of new passports have 
been suspended indefinitely, following directives from the Federal Ministry 
of Internal Affairs to all passport offices in the country last Friday. A 
reliable source close to the passport office in Maidurguri told a correspon- 
dent of the News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) last Friday that the message di- 
rected that issuance of passport should be suspended until further notice and 
those brought for renewal should be withheld. The source said the message 
did not indicate the reason for the action but only stressed that the new 
order should be strictly complied with. Earlier, a combined team of army 
and the police had visited the Borno passport office in company of the 21 
Armoured Brigade Commander, Col. Joshua Dogon Yaro, and the state Commissioner 
of Police, Alhaji Tahiru Jidda, who held short discussions with the senior 
passport officer, Alhaji Baba Gana. [Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 
9 Jan 84 p 1] 


40 








NIGER STATE SALES TAX--NIGER State Government has imposed a sales tax on every 
commodity being sold in tke state. Henceforth all items such as petrol, al- 
cohol and other commodities to be determined by the state government would at- 
tract special taxes. Announcing this yesterday, the state Military Governor, 
Lt-Col. David Mark said the aim was to improve the economic base of the state. 
He lamented the state's poor financial position and said that everything 
would be done to bring the state back to a proper financial standing. The 
governor said that a machinery to co-ordinate the tax collection has been 
established. It will work out the details of items which would be taxed and 
would be announced within the next week. On hoarding, the governor warned 
that anybody caught hoarding would have himself to blame. He said, hence- 
forth any shop found closed during the day would be deemed as a hide-out for 
essential commodities and would be forced open. The governor assured that 
reasonable prices for all consumer goods would soon be fixed in the state. 
[Article by Mike Reis] [Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 12 Jan 84 p 1] 


DIKKO'S FAMILY RELEASED--SOME : members of the family of the former minister of 
Transport and Aviation, Dr. Umaru Dikko have been released by the Kaduna State 
Police Command. Those released are his aged father, his wife and some of the 
children. The police are however still holding one of Dr. Dikko's children 
and a houseboy for further interrogations. Police sources also said that 

the former Deputy Governor, Alhaji Aliyu Mu'azu has been brought back to 
Kaduna from Lagos where his case is to be handled. The former Deputy Presi- 
dent of the Senate, Alhaji Mamman Abubakar Dan Musa, former governor of the 
state, Alhaji Lawal Kaita, and his deputy Alhaji Nuhu Babajo have been re- 
leased. [Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 12 Jan 84 p 16] 


FRAUD BLAMED FOR PROBLEMS--THE purpose of spreading development to the rural 
areas through the creation of local governments was defeated because of large- 
scale fraud in public affairs, Governor of Gongola State, Major-General Jega, 
has said. Major-General Jega, who was addressing emirs and chiefs in Yola 

on Thursday, said as a result of abuses and neglect in all spheres of public 
life, the local governments could not pay salaries or implement development 
projects. He told the emirs and chiefs that a machinery had been set into 
motion for the reconstitution of the local governments. He assured that all 
areas of salaries due to local government staff would be paid within the next 
three months. Major-General Jega warned that emphasis on hardwork and account- 
ability in public affairs would also be strictly observed within the local gov- 
ernments. He said traditional rulers would still maintain their pride of 
place in the new dispersation and called for their support and cooperation 

to enable the military rulers to succeed. [By Kola King] [Text] [Kaduna 

NEW NIGERIAN in English 14 Jan 84 p 16] 


OIL EXPLORATION STOPPED--EXPLOITATION and exploration of crude oil discovered 
in commercial quantity in Gaji Gana on Lake Chad in Borno State, has been 
gounded for sometime now due to what a source described as "politics". A 
reliable source close to the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation, NNPC 

in Kaduna, told the New Nigerian the defunct Federal Government in November 
1982, hired an oil rig from an American firm for ten million Naira to carry 
out exploitation and exploration and engaged ten engineers for the job, but 
"vested political interests'' frustrated the project. Work on the project for 
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which the Federal Government had made an advance payment of four million 
Naira, was thus grounded for sometime, the source said. Subsequently, the 
source said, the project was suspended and the contract with the American 
firm revoked. It was later awarded to a local firm in Bendel State, the 
source added. The source further said the contract with the local firm 
never took off, adding that when the coordinator of the project, M. Jibrin 
Bida, died last November 8, the project came to a complete standstill. The 
source said the original contract terms--the hiring of the rig and the sub- 
sequent contract--were both "fishy". [Article by Aliyn Biu] [Text] 
[Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 27 Jan 84 p 20] 


MILITARY HOSPITAL UPGRADED--The military hospital in Kaduna is being up- 
graded to the status of a teaching hospital, the brigade commander of the 3rd 
Mechanised Infantry Brigade, Kano, Brig. Paul Omu, has said. At the launch- 
ing of this years Army health week in Kano, Brig. Omu said that family plan- 
ning in the Army had become necessary and urged soldiers to keep a manangeable 
family. He said that the Army would be responsible for only one wife and four 
children for every soldier. [Text] [Paris AFRICAN DEFENCE JOURNAL in English 
No 36, Aug 83 p 16] 


INVENTORY OF LEGISLATURE PROPERTY--OFFICIALS of the defunct National As- 
sembly have started taking an inventory of the assembly property, including 
equipment, furniture and vehicles. A reliable source told the NEWS AGENCY 
OF NIGERIA (NAN) that the office of the former Senate President, Dr Joseph 
Wayas, had to be forced open to allow an inventory of items in it to be 
taken. About 90 vehicles belonging to the former Assembly were packed at 
the Tafawa Balewa premises. A statement by the defunct Assembly's informa- 
tion department said that heads of departments held a meeting, summoned by 
the former speaker of the House of representatives, Mr Benjamin Chaha, on 
the need to complete a comprehensive inventory of all the property. [Text] 
[Enugu DAILY STAR in English 7 Jan 84 p 4] 


COUNTRY'S EXPORTS DECLINE--NIGERIA'S exports to 22-member countries of the 
organisation for economic co-operation and development (OECD) has been on the 
decoine from 1980 to the first six months of 1988, a special report on Nigeria 
made available to the News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) has shown. The Report, 

by the Africa Economic Digest (AED), for the month of December showed that 
Nigeria's export trade which totalled N60.6 billion in the period under re- 
view declined from N17.7 billion in 1980 to N10.9 billion in the first six 
months of last year. It showed that the import trade amounted to N29.6 
billion with the highest valume of imports worth N10.4 billion being record- 
ed in 1981. The US remained Nigeria's highest export trade partner by export- 
ing goods, mainly oil, worth N21.4 billion, followed by West Germany (N5.47 
billion). Nigeria's imports from the US were worth N3.2 billion taking her 

to the fifth position in import trade relations with the OECD. The UK which 
place seventh with Nl billion imports from Nigeria took first position in 
value of goods it exported to Nigeria valued at N6.3 billion. Japan, how- 
ever, had in its favour, the highest trade surplus with Nigeria. The report 
showed that during the period under review, Japan bought goods worth only 
N34.9 million from Nigeria while it exported products worth N3.8 billion to 
Nigeria. The report attributed the downward trend in the volume of Nigeria's 
trade to foreign exchange shortages arising from reduced earnings from a glut- 
ted oil market. [Text] [Enugu DAILY STAR in English 10 Jan 84 p 6] 
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OGUN MILITARY GOVERNOR--The military governor of Ogun, Col. Oladipo Diya, 

said on Sunday in Abeokuta that the military administration would not allow 
tribalism to distract the result-oriented government in the state. Addres- 
sing permanent secretaries and heads of government in establishments, Col. 
Diya said that he was aware that a lot of energy was being dissipated by 

top public officers on unimportant issues. “What I require from you," he 

told them, "is not a claim of where you come from or your ethnic or group 
connections, but your ability demonstrated in the way and manner you carry 
out your duties" He said that officials who were appointed on political 
consideration would be sacked. Col. Diya said that he could not guarantee 

the appointment of "all of you as permanent secretaries in charge of minis- 
tries or departments", but those not appointed would be reassigned. He said 
that a solicitor-general and a permanent secretary would now head the ministry 
of justice. On local government, Col. Diya said that council secretaries 
would assume new roles for effective co-ordination and monitoring of the 10 
local governments in the state. [Text] [Enugu DAILY STAR in English 17 Jan 84 
p 4] 


SHORTAGE OF FOREIGN NEWSPAPERS--THE reason for the non-availability of the 
foreign newspapers, many of which sold like hot cakes every afternoon in 
Lagos, is now a puzzle. Some vendors who did not want to be quoted said, 
however, that their suppliers had been reluctant to send in the newspapers 
because of their inability to determine the attitude of the new military 
government to remittance of foreign exchange for such commodities. An indi- 
cation of a possible official clamp down was picked up from diplomatic cir- 
cles in Lagos where there has been a least one complaint that "even official 
copies already paid for were not allowed to be flown to Nigeria."' There has 
been no official comment on this so far, but last January 11 statement by 

the Central Bank relaying an official order that reduced basic travelling al- 
lowance from N500 to N100 per person is an indication that foreign newspapers 
might be treated as a luxury for which no foreign, exchange may be allowed at 
this critical period of strenous efforts to revamp the nation's economy. 
[Text] [Enugu DAILY STAR in English 19 Jan 84 p 4] 


ANAMBRA RICE PRICE--The Anambra State government has approved price list for 
additional food items which are produced locally. According to a statement 
signed by Mr E. J. Okoli, for the Principal Secretary to the Military Governor 
of Anambra State, the items are the Nigerian grown rice, big sack, N110 or 

22 kobo a cup, and Nigerian grown rice one tin measure, N22 or 22 kobo a 

cup. [Text] [Enugu DAILY STAR in English 21 Jan 84 p 1] 


NIGERIAN PRESS PRAISED--The visiting chairman of the International Press 
Institute IPI, Mr. Max L. Snijder, has praised the Nigerian press for its ef- 
fective news coverage. According to the chairman, there was hardly any Third 
World country where the press was so completely outspoken in its comments 

and fair in its criticism as Nigeria. Mr Snijder who was speaking at a lunch- 
eon organised in his honour by the managing director of the Sketch Publishing 
Company, Mr Segun Osoba, attributed the uniqueness of the Nigerian press to 
the professional approach on objectivity adopted by the journalists. He said 
that the IPI was proud to be associated with Nigeria and its press. [Text] 
[Enugu DAILY STAR in English 25 Jan 84 p 8] 
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KWARA STATE DECLARED BANKRUPT--THE Kwara Military Governor, Group Captain 
Salaudeen Latinwo, has said that the state was bankrupt with more than N800 
million debt and a financial asset of N7 million. Addressing newly appointed 
commissioners, the governor urged them to be prepared for dedicated and self- 
less service, adding that they should be found to be of high moral standards 
and not to use their position to amass wealth. He said that the administra- 
tion would deal ruthlessly with any civil servant found to be corrupt, emphas- 
ising that the military administration was out to correct the ills of the 
society and revamp the economy. The governor urged the commissioners to 
scruntinize all contracts including uncompleted ones from 1979 to date and 
tighten all loopholes while those which did not meet with the reality of the 
present situation should be terminated. Group Captain Latinwo told the com- 
missioners that they had a duty to reduce costs so that funds could be re- 
leased for "meaningful projects". Group Captain Latinwo said "our moral code 
should not be mere semantics, we should demonstrate social discipline even 

in our dress pattern". He said that workers should appear in business-like 
manner and stop giving the places of work the appearances of social fatherings 
adding that reading of newspapers during official hours and carrying of cos- 
metics to office by women were signs of irresponsibility. Governor Latinwo 
said that he wanted discipline in all aspects of "our life", adding that 

he would like to see queues, at post offices, banks and motor parks for order- 
liness. [Text] [Enugu DAILY STAR in English 28 Jan 84 p 8] 


FAMINE THREAT IN BORNO--THE imminent famine, as a result of the drought in 
Borno State, deserves much more than rushing foodstuffs and relief materials 
to the area some senators from the state have said. Senator Jaffar manga, 
spokesman of the senators, told a group of journalists on a visit to the area 
that the Federal Government should look at the control mechanisms or alter- 
native structure. Senator Manga said one approach that could be considered 
was establishing cereal banks or security stocks to augment the short fall in 
harvest. "Another way is for the Federal Government to bring modern technol- 
Ogy and research to bear on finding better ways for farmers to grow their 
subsistence crops, like millet, sorgum, and wheat under such drought condi- 
tion," he said. Another senator, Zana K. Mbana and officials of the State 
Ministry of Agriculture, said in a few months' time the situation would 
worsen, adding that the whole nation would then feel the pinch. It was 
gathered that so far 143,816 heads of cattle have died of the drought, while 
many more have been forced to migrate across the borders for green pastures. 
Farming this season had proved a disaster, as many seeds planted did not just 
spring, while finding water for both human and animal consumption had become 
an impossibility, they added. [Article by Nkem Agetua] [Text] [Kaduna NEW 
NIGERIAN in English 29 Dec 83 p 16] 


GOWON APPROVES ABUJA PROJECT--A FORMER military Head of State, Mr. Yakubu 
Gowon, yesterday in Abuja praised the last military administration for initi- 
ating the Abuja project and commended the present administration for making 
it a reality. Mr. Gowon, who arrived in Abuja yesterday with his wife 
Victoria, also said that the president made a good choice when he appointed 
Alhaji Haliru Dantoro as the Minister of the Federal Capital Territory. In 
his address of welcome, the minister recalled how Mr. Gowon personally took a 
helicopter trip round the federal capital before he left office. Mr. Gowon 
was later conducted round various on-going projects in the territory. (NAN) 
[Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 29 Dec 83 p 16] 
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ATTITUDE TOWARD PRESS CRITICIZED--THE NATIONAL CONCORD critically assesses the 
attitude of the Federal Military Government [FMG] to the press. It says that 
there are numerous existing laws that regulate the activities of the press in 
the country. THE CONCORD explains that to add to such regulations will cripple 
the press. Concluding, the paper urges the federal government to solicit 

the support of the press to solve some of the problems facing the country. 
[Text] [ABO21810 Lagos International Service in English 1430 GMT 2 Mar 84] 


INITIATIVE WITH LIBYA--THE NATIONAL CONCORD takes a look at the recent talks 
between Nigeria and Libya. The paper enjoins the Federal Government to 

utilize the current Libyan friendship to launch another peace offensive to 
normalize relations in Chad. THE CONCORD equally advises the Supreme Military 
Council to take advantage of the time to neutralize the ideological differences 
often fanned by outside influences. [Text] [AB031100 Lagos International 
Service in English 0830 GMT 3 Mar 84] 


CSO: 3400/703 
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SENEGAL 


REASONS FOR SHUTTING DOWN OF IRANIAN EMBASSY 
Dakar TAKUSAAN in French 3-5 Feb 84 p 17 


[Article by Mademba Ndiaye "Senegal Closes Iranian Embassy and Expels 
Diplomats"] 


[Text] Relations between our country and revolutionary Iran have taken a 
new turn with the shutting down of the Embassy of the Islamic Republic in 
Dakar as ordered by the government. 


It was the minister of foreign affairs who informed the Iranian diplomats 
of the decision made to close their embassy in Dakar as of 30 January and 
of the official request of the Senegalese Government that all Iranian 
diplomats depart the country before 6 February 1984, in other words within 
a week after the actual closing of the embassy. 


Although the embassy is indeed closed, no one at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs would officially confirm the decision; or rather, the people we 
asked did not seem to be aware of the latest decisions, even if one of them 
was "vaguely" aware that there were some problems between the two countries. 


The closing of the embassy and the departure of the Iranian diplomats do not, 
however, mean that diplomatic relations between Dakar and Tehran have been 
broken. The Iranian diplomats were officially informed that diplomatic 
relations remained unbroken, even if the Senegalese Government did not give 
them an explanation of the reasons that led to the closure of the embassy. 


One of the diplomats posted in Dakar told us he was "surprised" by that 
decision. "It is a pity," he added; "for Senegal has nothing to gain by 
breaking off relations with Iran at a time when we were in the process of 
increasing the cooperation between our two countries."" In that connection, 
Tehran had decided in January to increase its food aid to the country and 
furthermore to send Senegal a team of technicians who are specialists in the 
petrochemical field. 


Policies Opposed 


What can be said about our government's decision? First of all, we are not 
overly surprised. The foreign policies of Dakar and Tehran are strenuously 
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opposed. The just-completed Islamic summit at Casablanca illustrates this 
well, with Senegal supportive of the move to readmit Egypt to the Islamic 
Conference while Tehran--though not in attendance at Casablanca--was fiercely 
opposed to it. 


In addition, Dakar's position on the Iraqi-Iranian conflict is clearly 
favorable to Baghdad, which also enjoys the support of the moderate Arab 
countries like Saudi Arabia, whose influence on Dakar's Near East Policy 
is undeniable. 


This is perhaps the direction in which one must look to explain the decision 

to close the Iranian Embassy in Dakar. Saudi Arabia, Iraq, the United States 
and France could hardly be expected to look favorable on Senegalese cooperation 
with Iran, especially at a time when the banner of Islam is being brandished 

by increasingly large segments of the populace throughout the country. 


It is no secret that Khomeini's influence is making itself felt in the country, 
and all the more easily because the economic crisis ravaging the country is 
felt most acutely by the most destitute among the masses, the very people 

the Islamic Revolution promises to free from the influence of foreign powers 

in the country. 


Also, the Senegalese Government must worry about the visits to Iran made by 
Senegalese citizens at the invitation of the Islamic government. As long as 
these invitations were just sent to journalists, there was no way to object. 
But according to various reliable sources, the Iranian Government, through its 
embassy in Dakar, had just invited some of the country's religious dignitaries 
to attend ceremonies marking the fifth anniversary of the Iranian Revolution. 
These religious dignitaries, representing a number of different brotherhoods, 
had not only responded favorably, but some of the delegations have already 
left Dakar for Tehran. 


It is believed that this kind of direct contact between Senegalese nationals 
and the Islamic Revolution might have certain effects on the reaction of 
religious authorities to certain positions taken by the Sengalese Government. 


Were external pressures applied, then, to influence Dakar to shut down the 
Iranian Embassy? Is there some connection between the closing of an Iranian 
cultural center in France, the visit to Dakar by Mr Mauroy, the head of the 
French Government, and Senegal's decision? People in the so-called 
"fundamentalist" circles say there is no doubt. We agree with the Iranian 
diplomat that "it is a pity," and that it was perhaps "a reaction on the part 
of Arab countries fearful of being supplanted" that led the Senegalese 
Government to shut down the Embassy of Iran and insist on the return of 

the Iranian diplomats posted in Dakar. 


9516 
CSO: 3419/445 
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SENEGAL 


FOREIGN AID FOR INDUSTRIAL BASE DEVELOPMENT 


Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ZEITUNG/BLICK DURCH DIE WIRTSCHAFT in German 
6 Feb 84 p 2 


< 


[Article by W. Anes "Investments in Senegal to Build Industrial Base"] 


[Text] Frankfurt, 5 February-—The investments of the government of Senegal 
focus on agriculture, the utilization of indigenous fuels for the production 
of electrical energy as well as the production of raw materials, As a con- 
sequence, the government has set up seven agricultural enterprises for de=- 
velopment purposes which are to create a broader base for agriculture, 

In the energy sector, Senegal expects to profit from improved utilization 

of hydroelectric power within the context of the Omvs [Organization for the 
Development of the Senegal River] and the OMVG [Organization for the Develop- 
ment of the Gambia River] and the exploitation of peat resources, In addition, 
a major project of the fertilizer industry is nearing completion. Special 
mention should also be made of the development of the peanut oil, cement 

and textile industries and of the mineral oil processing industry. The 
fishing industry is being expanded and major iron ore deposits are being 
exploited in the eastern part of the country. 


Because cf the long-term drought, Senegal expects to come up with a much 
smaller peanut crop in 1983/84 and, as a consequence, with lower export 
earnings. In 1982, earnings from the sale of peanuts, which made up some 

20 percent of total export earnings, amounted to 45.8 billion Central 
African francs (CFA)—100 CFA francs being equal to about 25 cents. In 
August 1980, the government dissolved Oncad (National Bureau of Cooperation 
and Development Assistance) and its functions were divided 

up among seven new organizations which are to promote decentralization and 
a rise in production. 


The Sodefitex [Association for Development of Textile Fibers) is responsible 
for the development of the cotton industry and in addition for planting 
food (such as rice and maize) in the eastern part of the country. In 1982, 
cotton acreage increased to more than 30,000 hectares and production rose 
to almost 50,000 tons. 
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The SAED (National Association for Planning and Exploitation of the Delta 
Lands and Valleys of the Senegal River and the Faleme) is another one of 

these organizations. The Sonar (National Association for Supplying the Rural 
Area) is in charge of supplying farmers with production goods and seed and 
Sodeva (Association for Development and Agricultural Popularization is re- 
sponsible for planting peanuts and various kinds of millet in the central 
section of the country. The Somivac (Association for the Development of the 
Casamance) is gharged with the agricultural development of the in Southern 
Senegal and the STN [Association of the New Lands) is responsible for creating 
new acreage for planting vegetables above all. The main job of the Societe 

de Developpement Agricole is to develop artificially irrigated acreage (16,000 


hectares) in the Casamance. Toward this end, cons 
° , truction of 
in September 1982. a dam was begun 


A major fertilizer project of ICS (Chemical Industries of Senegal) is nearing 
completion. This project invovles the construction of a phosphoric acid 
plant with an annual capacity of 220,000 tons and a sulphuric arid plant 

with an annual capacity of 560,000 tons at Taiba close to the phosphate 

mine located there and a fertilizer factory in Mbao near Dakar which is 

to produce 45,000 tons triple super phosphate and 165,000 tons of ammonium 
phosphate a year. The new facilities also include a caloric power plant 
(with an installed output of 13 megawatts) as well as storage space, con- 
veyors and other equipment. 


ICS is owned by the governments of Senegal (26.6 percent), Nigeria (10.8 
percent) and the Ivory Coast (10.8 percent) as well as the Islamic Develop- 
ment Bank (IDB) (10.8 percent); a consortium of Indian firms (21.6 percent); 
Enterprise Miniere et Chimique (EMC), a French firm and the domestic mining 
company, Compagnie des Phaphates de Taiba. The FRG is also taking part in 
this project. In the summer of 1983, the FRG ministry for economic coopera- 
tion made DM 10 million available to be used by the German Investment Com- 
pany for Joint Undertakings in Developing Countries Ltd (DEG), Cologne 

for the extension of loans for such purposes. Funding for this expensive 
project which calls for a total investment of $312 million is being shared 
by the World Bank group, the Kuropean Investment Bank, the European Deve— 
lopment Fund, the African Development Bank, the OPEC fund, the Arab Bank 
for Economic Development in Africa (Badea), the Islamic Development Bank 

as well as some individual industrial nations. The Kuwait Fund for Arab 
Economic Development contributed a $21 million loan in the spring of 1983. 


The FRG has also committed funds to the energy sector, granting Senegal a 
long-term loan of DM 53 million in June 1983 to be used for exploitation 
of peat deposits and the construction of a peateheated power plant. The 
FRG also made another DM 21 million available. Plans have been made to 
build a power plant based on peat with an effective yield of 30 megawatts 
at Diogo. The contract for conducting a feasibility study was awarded to 
MC-W Energie=Consult Ltd of Stuttgart. 
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Another project of the abovementioned OMVS-—=-of which Mali and Mauretania 
are members in addition to Senegal—-is the construction of the huge Manan- 
tali dam on the Bafing river, one of the three sources of the Senegal. 

The dam will be linked to a power plant which will have an effective out- 
put of [no figure given] megawatts. The FRG is giving support to this 
project in Mali which will also benefit Senegal to the tune of DM 166 
million in capital aid. The contract for the construction of the dam and 
the power plant was awarded to the international consortium, ECBM (Cor- 
poration for the Construction of the Manantali Dam) which is made up of the 
two German firms, Ed. Zueblin Construction Co of Stuttgart and Dyckerhoff 
& Widmann Co (Dywidag) of Munich; the Swiss firm of Losinger, Bern and 
Sagecom, Dakar, a Senegalese company. Consulting work is being provided 

by Rhine-Ruhr ingineering Co Ltd of Dortmund and Tractionel, S.A. of 
Brussels. 


In the industrial sector, the primary investments of the recent past have 
been in the peanut, cement and mineral oil industries, Seib (Electric- 
and Industrial Company of Boal) is presently operating a new large 
oil mill in Diourbel with a processing capacity of 200,000 tons of un- 
shelled peanuts a year. The mill thus is capable of turing out 75,000 
tons of raw peanut oil, 45,000 tons of refined peanut oil and 85,000 tons 
of oil cakes annually. The only cement factory in the country, which be-= 
longs to the Societe Sococim in Rufisque, has been modernized and enlarged. 
As a consequence, its annual output doubled to 800,000 tons of cement, 
600,000 tons of which was used domestically with the remainder being ex- 
ported to Mali and Mauretania. Average annual output of the SAR (African 
Refining Company) crude oil refinery in Mbao close to Dakar was in- 
creased to 1.2 million tons. As far as the textile industry is concerned, 
which is being reorganized just now, the government has plans for setting 
up a new enterprise, Sotexka (Textile Company of Kaolack). 


In the fishing industry, the joint Danish-Senegalese undertaking Senegal- 
Seafood started a project in December 1982 which calls for an annual catch 
of 25,000 tons by 1986 which later is to be increased to 100,000 tons a 
year. This project also calls for the construction of storage, freezing 
and fish processing facilities, In addition to promoting the fishing in- 
dustry as such, traditional fishing methods are also being expanded. 


The international joint venture, Miferso (Association of Iron Mines of East- 
ern Senegal), is getting ready to mine iron ore in the area of the Faleme 
River along the eastern border of Senegal, The Miferso assets amounting 
to 180.6 million CFA francs are held by the government of Senegal (28.6 
percent), by Fried. Krupp Ltd of Hssen (23.8 percent) as well as by Kane- 
natsu=Gosho, a Japanese firm and Serem, a French company which is a sub= 
sidiary of the French government's Bureauof Geological and Mining 
Research in Paris (23.8 percent each), The feasibility study for the pro- 
ject was prepared by lixploration und Bergbau Ltd of Duesseldorf. in 1982, 
the German government extended additional aid amounting to DM 4 million 
to pay for the preparatory work involved, DM 3 million had been earmarked 
for this project at a prior date already. With French assistance, phos- 
phate deposits near Kaffrine are being explored and research work on 

soft coal deposits is being financed. 
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SENEGAL 


PDS SECRETARY RAPS ABDOU DIOUF'S POLICIES 
Dakar TAKUSAAN in French 3-5 Feb 84 p 4 
[Article by Mademba Ndiaye "PDS Meeting at Mbour”] 


[Text] There are times in the lives of political parties 
when the militants in the rank and file start questioning 
the actions of their leaders. Especially when, at such a 
time, the main leader is to be found outside the country. 
When this happens, only direct contact between the 
leadership and the militants in the rank and file can 
dissipate the misunderstandings. 


It is in this context, certainly, that we must look at 
Mr Abdoulaye Wade's somewhat lengthy visit to Senegal, 
after an absence of 3 months. 


It was up to the militants of Mbour to welcome the national secretary of the 
Senegalese Democratic Party (PDS) on 28 January at Independence Square, 
which was taken over by a crowd for several hours in broad daylight. It 
would serve no purpose to describe his entrances into party meetings (during 
the election campaign, television showed how a very orderly scene disrupted 
by the PDS militants to welcome their leader). 


After the welcoming speech given by Mr Youssou Diop Medoune, in which he 
denounced the "20 years of trickery, threats and malfeasance" which charac- 
terized the PS [Socialist Party] regime, Deputy Boubacar Sall took the podium 
to describe the mood of the conferees at Mbour. For him the important thing 
was to denounce the "dilatory maneuvers" intended to confuse the militants by 
spreading rumors of a division between Mr Wade and his deputy, Fara Ndiaye. 


The techniques used in this effort, according to Mr Sall, include spreading 
the word that Fara Ndiaye and Serigne Diop are planning to accept positions 

in the government headed by Mr Abdou Diouf. Without specifically denying 
these allegations, the PDS deputy simply reaffirmed the PDS's total confidence 
in Fara Ndiaye, whose relations with Mr Wade are above reproach. 


The denial came from Mr Ndiaye himself, who said the allegations about the 
possibility of his assuming a position in the government were nothing but a 
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trial balloon, since, in his words, "Abdou Diouf does not have the courage to 
propose me openly for a ministerial position; and if he ever had the courage to 
do it, he would get an unequivocal answer. For us there is no question of 
joining the government." 


Earlier, the number two man in the PDS had painted a grim picture of conditions 
in his town, which was flourishing in the colonial era but which has since 

then suffered "23 years of decline" as a result poor management of Mbour's only 
resources--the sea and the land. Denouncing the diversion of food aid for 
partisan political purposes, along with the consequences this has had for 
peasants in the region, Mr Ndiaye condemned the policy of the government which 
has reduced the fishermen of Mbour to mere buyers, whose demand for fish 
products is satisfied by foreign trawlers that are pillaging our sources. 
Against that background, he concluded by pointing to the Extraordinary Congress 
of the PS, which "shed light on Mr Abdou Diouf's practices. The excommuni- 
cation of six 'barons' was certainly not a matter worth the holding of an 
extraordinary session on which the government-controlled media focused their 
entire attention.” 


Efforts to Spread Division 


Mr Wade gave the closing speech. Recalling his remarks about the "risk" 
Senegal's current government is running in regard to the nation's territorial 
integrity, he said that the events in Casamance and those in the disputed 

zone between our country and Guinea-Bissau had unfortunately borne out his 
words. He told his militants that he would make a personal visit to Casamance, 
"unlike the PS deputies, who stayed entrenched in Dakar when it got 'hot'." 


Turning to his relations with his deputy, Mr Wade said that "Abdou Diouf makes 
too many errors of judgment, which is a capital offense for a politician." 
According to the PDS leader, this character weakness is responsible for "the 
efforts to spread division" orchestrated by the regime. He tried to reassure 
the militants by telling them that if Fara Ndiaye goes to see the president 

of Senegal, then he is doing so on Mr Wade's own directive, in order to resolve 
some minor problems relating to certain rural communities. 


With regard to the national scene, the leader of the PDS displays an optimism 
whose basis he does not explain (he promises to do so on 4 February). The 
real issue, he said, is "what comes after the PS,"' since that party "is 
fatally wounded." And nothing can "save it," certainly not the "demagogic 
campaign of solidarity with the rural sector" at a time when Abdou Diouf has 
a 1.2 billion "slush fund" totally apart from the 2 months of salaries he has 
earmarked for that campaign. 


Reiterating his proposal for a round-table involving all parties for the 
purpose of drawing up a national program, the PDS leader said that the PS can 


attend even though "we know that that party will not come with any ideas." 


Regarding the Extraordinary Congress of the PS, the PDS national secretary 
considers it merely another of the "coups Abdou Diouf has carried off since 
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coming into power: against Senghor, by the rehabilitation and then the 
eviction of the barons; against Senegal with the elections of February 1983; 
and against the PS by the concentration of all power in his own hands." 

Mr. Wade even believes he knows why “Abdou Diouf has not run for the post of 
secretary general of the PS and why he preferred to use the confusion in 
order to keep himself in power." 


In any case, Mr Wade said, "legality and legitimacy are not the same thing." 
There are actually two sources of power in the country, he said: legality 
and legitimacy. It is the latter that justifies Mr Wade in predicting, in 
the wake of the postponement of municipal and rural elections, "that no 
election will be held in this country without first getting the green light 
from the PDS." 
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REPORTED WEAKNESSES OF DIOUF'S DEMOCRACY SET FORTH 
Dakar LE POLITICIEN in French No 98, 10 Feb 84 p i 
[Editorial by Mam Less Dia "Critique of Diouf's Democracy"] 


[Text] Diouf's democracy has gotten stuck at the halfway point. It does 

not seem to want to go any further, to go beyond the stage of a full-fledged 
multi-party system and plunge right into the era of alternation. Diouf 
himself is a bona fide democrat, a democrat who has acceded to the philosophy 
of alternation, but one who, in our opinion, is doubly a prisoner of his own 
liberality. 


This perhaps explains certain discrepancies between appearances and 
realities, the rhetoric and the practice. Why is Diouf unwilling to go 

all the way? Like Biya...In any case, wisdom as well as intellectual honesty 
and democracy demand it. 


Democracy as it is practiced today in the current phase of Senegal's political 
development is guilty of the sin of irrelevance. And Biya's Cameroon has 
just given us some interesting food for thought. 


Given a mandate by universal suffrage to carry out his duties as head of 
state, Paul Biya did not hesitate to wage an open and systematic campaign 
against those provisions of the constitution that had made it possible for 
his predecessor to name him heir apparent. 


It is easy to understand how nation-builders like Senghor and Ahidjo could 
have permitted themselves this kind of indulgence. But neither Diouf nor 
Biya, if either of them should decide to take similar liberties, could plead 
the same extenuating circumstances. 


Biya has understood this. As part of a recent constitutional reform, he has 
just revised the conditions under which his successor must be chosen, in the 
event the office becomes vacant: the president of the assembly will serve 

as the interim president, as he would do under our system. Like his 
Senegalese counterpart, he too would dispose of all the powers of the office. 


The only difference--but an enormous one--is that here in Senegal the acting 
president may be a candidate in the presidential elections, while in Cameroon 
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it has been adjudged, and with good reason, that he cannot be both judge 
and participant at the same time. He is thus barred from the competition. 


So one has to ask why President Diouf, as a sincere democrat, can turn his 
back on the democratic principle of equal opportunity. 


This question is all the more troubling because the current president of 
the Assembly is his very close friend. And he is elected for a 5-year term 


by a bureau that has a mandate of no more than 12 months. 


These are the two weaknesses of Diouf's democracy. 
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SENEGAL 


REASONS FOR CREATION OF TWO NEW REGIONS NOTED 
Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 9 Feb 84 pp l, 7 
[Article by Sammy L. Chaupin "A Clearer Grasp of the Realities] 


[Excerpt] The legislative bill the government has passed to establish two 
new regions--Kolda and Fatcik--was inspired b:’ the same concerns that led to 
the reform of local and national administration. It is also an attempt to 
restore balance to the structure of regional institutions. 


The regional restructuring, a new stage in the decentralization process, will 
promote the establishment of homogenous organizational and productive 
structures designed--by virtue of their dynamism and tighter administrative 
control--to respond to the new concerns of a rural milieu which has been 
effectively participating in the exercise of local power since 1972, when 

the administrative reform went into effect. 


The administrative authorities, who today function in a guidance and oversight 
capacity that has lost its formerly dominating and constrictive character, 

are getting closer to their administrative subjects so as to have a clearer 
grasp of their realities and their aspirations. 


The change is an important one. It should broaden participation, define a 

new field of action at the level of the masses and generate a set of economic 
and social measures which should lead to development through improved 
coordination of human resources and a judicious utilization of the financial 
resources of the community. The new regional administration--no longer 
encumbered by various delays in the implementation of decisions or the 
clumsiness that is also attributable to an excessively large scale of 
operations--is becoming more efficient and is in a position to concentrate 
its efforts on the tasks of development and oversight which are its primary 
reason for existence. 


Thus, the decision to re-draw the map does not come out of any mere urge to 
innovate. Quite to the contrary: it responds to the exigencies of the new 

Senegalese development policy based on precision in action, the search for 

solutions to real problems, and the involvement of the people themselves at 
every stage--policy consideration, decision and implementation. 
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SENEGAL 


BRIEFS 


SAUDI FINANCIAL COOPERATION--Cooperation between Senegal and Saudi Arabia is 
increasing more and more every day. For instance, the Saudi Fund has just 
confirmed that following negotiations between the two countries, held in Riyadh 
from 11 to 19 January, it had agreed to give our country loans amounting to 

7 billion CFA francs destined to finance several projects. This loan package 
will be shared between the Emergency Hydraulic Program (5.7 billion), rural 
development projects in eastern Senegal (1.1 billion), and a study for the 
Dialokoto-Kedougou road (200 million). In the case of the third project the 
loan will represent the first installment of a total of 4.1 billion [CFA 
francs] which the fund will contribute to the building of that road. Officials 
of the Saudi Fund were particularly impressed by Senegal's efforts to bring 
about an economic recovery. Consequently one of their moves was to lift all 
the terms of conditionality attached to the release of funds for the Emergency 
Program and for the study on the Dialokoto-Kedougou road project. Moreover, in 
the case of the road project the Saudis will finance the entire study instead 
of following their usual practice of funding no more than 50 percent of the 
project's total cost. They are also prepared to consider further financing 
requests from Senegal. It must also be pointed out that these two countries 
are gradually narrowing the gap between the level of their very dynamic 
political and diplomatic cooperation and the level of their ever increasing 
financial cooperation. The two countries will proceed to sign these financial 
agreements at a later date. [Excerpts] [Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 3 Feb 84 

p 3] 8796 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


S 
INCREASED STRIKES INDICATE TOUGH YEAR FOR LABOR RELATION 


Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 21 Feb 84 p 6 


"Workers Flex Muscle’ ] 


[Article by Joshua Raboroko: 


rage Workers’ Union, 


{Text ] went on strike in de- 


The main causes of 
these strikes were de- 
manc's for higher wages, 
retrenchments of work- 
ers, “unfair dismissals” 
and to some extent the 
fear of the new tax sys- 
tem which now inciudes 
black workers in the 
same tax system as 
whites. 

These strikes have oc- 
curred amid reports that 
South Africa’s economic 
prospects for 1984 are 
already looking dis- 
tinctly gloomier than 
they were two months 
ago because of the re- 
cession. 

Trade unionists and 
labour relations consul- 
tants have warned that 
with the memories: of 
the black worker 
tion to the pensions is- 
sue still fresh in the 
minds of industrial man- 
agement — March 1 
may create a “conflict 
situation” with the intro- 
duction of the new In- 
come Tax Act. 

Already 400 workers 
at the Wayne Rubber 
Company in Natal 
downed tools last month 
after wage demands and 
rvecause of anger at the 
ooming implementation 
f the Income Tax Act 
n March 1. 

The workers, all 


members of the South 
African Allied Workers’ 
Union (Saawu) de- 
manded a six percent in- 
crease over and above 
the six percent rise the 
company granted them 
on January 1. They are 
also refusing to allow 
any deductions to be 
made from their pay 
packets when the new 
tax becomes effective. 

Several companies 
were hit by strikes over 
wages in the country 
during January. 


DEADLOCKED 

The hardest hit com- 
pany was the African 
Explosives and Chemi- 
cal Industries (AECI) 
which was deadlocked in 
wage. talks with the 
South African Chemical 
Workers’ Union at a 
conciliation board. The 
conciliation board 
opened the way for a 
legal strike. 

By midweek in Jan- 
uary over 8 S00 workers 
went on what was the 
first legal strike by 
blacks. The strike 
started at Modderfon- 
tein and soon spread to 
other plants in Sasol- 
burg (Midland), Somer- 
set West and Umbogin- 


twini in Natal. 

The workers later re- 
turned to work after al- 
legedly being threatened 
with dismissal and be- 
cause of fears of losing 
their accommodation at 
the company’s hostel. 

Earlier in January 
about 1000 miners at 
Impala Platinum Refi- 
neries in Springs, mem- 
bers of the National 
Union of Mineworkers 
(Num) went on_ strike 
over wages, the sacking 
of eight colleagues and 
because they were called 
“kaffirs” by their super- 
visors. 

The workers were 
subsequently sacked and 
told to leave the com- 
pany’s hostels and man- 
agement recruited new 
staff. 

The retail trade was 
also affected when 
workers at Pick 'n Pay 
struck Over wages. 

Several stores were 
affected in the Reef un- 
til workers decided to 
return with the promise 
that they will get further 
increases during the 
year. 

About 1 200 employ- 


ees at Coca Cola, mem- 
bers of the Food Beve- 
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mand of higher wages. 

Other strikes over 

wages were .at: Castrol 

+ Oil (110 workers); SA 
Oil Mills (600 workers); 
Spar (400 workers); 
Vulco Industria (300 
workers); Kentucky, 
Carlton and Southern 
Sun Airport Hotels. 

By mid-month about 
450 miners at Rie it 
Collieries, near Wit- 
bank, went on strike 
over the retrenchment 
of eight colleagues. The 
workers later went back 
after management held 
discussions with the Na- 
tional Union of Mine- 
workers. 

Another strike involv- 
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ing members of Num 
was at Ucar Minerals in 
Bophuthatswana. The 
strike was over the 
“homelands” refusal to 
recognise the union. 

At Metro Cash and 
Carry, members of the 
Commercial Catering 
and Allied Workers’ 
Union also went on a 
two-hour strike in pro- 
test against the Bo- 
phuthatswana’s ban on 
their union. 

. Another strike oc- 
curred at OK-Hyperama 
where workers de- 
manded the reinstate- 
ment of a shop-steward. 
The entire workforce 
was dismissed and the 
union intends taking 


management to the In- 
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dustrial Court. 


SIGNIFICANT 

The most significant 
strike — one that needs 
to be observed with in- 
terest — is at Wayne 
Rubber Company where 
workers downed tools 
over wages and the 
looming implementation 
of the Income Tax Act 
on March 1. 

It is significant in that 
it might set the pace for 
many other strikes 
which might come up as 
a result of the new tax 
act, according to Saa- 
wu’s general secretary, 

“We have already 
forecast that the tax is- 
sue is going to be worse 
than the pensions crisis 
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in 1981,” he said. 
The strike is the first 
concrete indication that 
the implementation of 
the unified tax system 
could create nationwide 
industrial unrest. The 
government has placed 
the onus on employers 
tc gather the relevant in- 
formation from black 
employees and to de- 
duct the requisite 
amount from their pa 
packets. 








SABS URGES MORE FUEL PROTECTION AGAINST SABOTAGE 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 21 Feb 84 p 13 


[Text ] 


CSO: 
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RECOMMENDA.-. =~: 
TIONS for the moré ad- 
equate protection of fuel 
depots against acts of sab- 
otage and terrorism have 
been included in a revised 
code of practice of the 
Souht African Bureau of 
Standards. 

A technical committee 
of the SABS on which 
fuel companies, fire de- 
partments of major Cities, 
the SA Transport Ser- 
vices and the Defence 
Force were represented, 
has revised the code of 
practice. 

Recommendations in 
the code are as practical 
as possible and cannot be 
regarded as totally infalli- 
ble, because it would be 
prohibitively expensive to 
take precautions against 
every possible type of on- 
slaught. 

The Anndertying prin- 
ciple of the code is that 
fuel depots should be so 
planned that the extent of 
any damage in the event 
of a disaster would be 
kept to a minimum, and 
the code therefore con- 
tains special recommen- 
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DE KLERK SEES NO NEED FOR NEW AFRIKANER CULTURAL BODY 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 21 Feb 84 p 4 


[Text] HOUSE of AS 
SEMBLY. — There 


The CP, he said during 
the “mini budget” de- 
bate, was trying to create 
the image of a National 
Party that had intention- 
ally left White people in 
the lurch, and of the CP 
as the champion of main- 
taining established White 
rights. 

Cultural 

“The CP is blatantly 
playing with the heart- 
strings of Afrikaners... 
there is no cultural need 
for this organisation 
among Afrmkners and the tion. 
CP’s intention to use it 
purely for political pur- 
poses ts crystal clear,” Mr 
De Klerk said. 

“The National Party, as 
a White party, stands un- 
ashamedly for Whites and men 
the maintenance of White it 
rights.” 


The dispute between 
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SOWETO MAYOR REFUSES TO BE INTIMIDATED 


Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 20 Feb 84 p 3 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


THE mayor of Sowets, 
Mr Ephraim Tshaba- 
lala, yesterday said those 


He was reacting to 
pamphlets distributed in 
Soweto warning that the 
bombings of the homes 
of town councillors 
would coniinve until 
they resigned, and an ul- 
timatum for the end of 
the month was set. 

The pamphlets were 
issued by the South Af- 
rican Suicide Squad. 
The. pamphlets said the 
majority of people in 
Soweto rejected the 
councils and that the 
councils entrench apart- 
heid and haye no power. 

“You cheated the 
pecple of Soweto by 
promising to reduce 
their rents to R5,” the 
pamphlet charged and 
added: “Resign before 
the end of February or 
the worst is ahead.” 

It then goes on to list 
the councillors who have 
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had their homes petrol- 


bombed in recent 
months. 
Mr Tshabalala said he 


was not intimidated by 
the threats made in the 
pamphlet: “Those who 
say I must resign are just 
dreaming. 

“We are in the council 
for the people not for 
apartheid. These people 
say they are against 
apartheid. So wiiy don't 
they fight apartheid. in- 
stead of fighting us,” Mr 
Tshabalala asked. 

He said copies of the 
pamphlets were sent to 
the police. “What I can 
te!l you though is that 
our councillors will be 


protected. We have 
already furnished each 
councillor with a fire ex- 
tinguisher so that in the 
event of fire caused by 
these bombings, coun- 
cillors can ‘put out the 
fire,” he said. 

The number of po- 
licemen guarding coun- 
cillor’s houses would 
atso be increased. 

He denied that he had 
failed to live up to his 
election promises such 
as reducing rents. 

“We will still be able 
to bring. rents down to 
between RS and R12, 
it’s just a matter of time 
before that happens. We 
are presently negotiat- 
ing with the Govern- 
ment to give us things 
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like bottle stores and 
other means of generat- 
ing revenue. 

“I am convinced that 
we will be able to raise 
enough money in So- 
weto without going 
overseas,” he said. 

He estimated that he 
enjoyed the support of 
about 98 percent of the 
people who voted in the 
elections of December. 

“We have a good re- 
cord. Since we took over 
power we have not 
evicted anybody and we 
have not demolished a 
single shack. So why are 
these people fighting 
us?” asked Mr Tshaba- 
lala. 








SOUTH AFRICA 


BOSHOFF ACCUSES DE KLERK OF 'POLITICKING' 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 22 Feb 84 p 12 
[Article by Jaap Theron] 


[Text ] 





PROF Carel Boshoff yes- 
terday accused the Trans- 
vaal NP Leader, Mr F. 
W. de Klerk, of having 
made ‘“hysterical’’  at- 
tempts to shoot down the 
envisaged new Afrikaner 
cultural organisation with 
“radical rightwinger poli- 
ticking.”” 


Prof Boshoff said in a 
statement, thaft from Mr 
de Klerk’s statement in 


Parliament this week that 
the new Afrikaner group 
was a purely political 
move against the NP by 
the CP, it was clear all at- 
tention was now being fo- 
cussed on the fact that 
two political leaders, Dr 
Andnes Treurnicht, and 
Mr Jaap Marais, had 
atended a meeting at his 


house, where the forma- 
tion of the new cultural 
body was discussed. 


He pointed out that 
both Dr Treurnicht and 
Mr Marais had warned 
against the politicising of 
the envisaged new cul- 
tural body. 


He also said certain 


newspapers and_ the 
SABC were taking part in 
the attack on him and es- 
pecially with regard to his 
relationship with Die 
Voortrekkers, of which 
he is the leader, and to his 
chairmanship of Sabra. 


These allegations had 
no merits, he said. 


The impression was be, 
ing created that the new 
organisation had political 
motives, while it was 
common knowledge that 
certain political problems 
for Whites would necessa- 
rily also have cultural im- 
plications for them. 


Prof Boshoff said his 
loyalty and interest in the 
Afrikaner’s cultural heri- 
tage naturally included 
his total loyalty to Die 
Voortrekker youth move- 
ment and to Sabra. 


He said he was serving 
Die Voortrekkers entirely 
within the organisation’s 
constitution and prin- 
ciples, while he would 
also continue to serve Sa- 
bra with regard to its in- 
vestigations into im- 


proved race relations in 
South Africa. 
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FORMER CISKEIAN ARMED FORCES OFFICERS FACING TERRORISM CHARGES 


Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 21 Feb 84 p 2 


{Text ] 


CSO: 


SOUTH Africa’s Com- 
misioner of Police, Gen- 


eral_ Johan Coetzee, ad-. 


vised members of the 
Ciskeian Armed Forces 
on July 14 last year not 
to try to release one of 
their fellow officers from 
detention as it could 
have led to bloodshed, 
the Supreme Court in 
Bisho heard yesterday. 
Five former members 
of the Ciskeian Armed 
Forces dre facing 
charges of terrorism. 
They are Mr Ntobeko 
Mlotana, Mr Kham- 
bashe Sebe, Mr Mbelelo 
Xaba, Mr Colin Sebe 
and Mr Toni Sebe. 


Evidence 
They were at the 
home of Lieutenant- 
General Charlies Sebe, 
former commander of 
Ciskei’s combined 


forces, on the night of 
July 14, according to ev- 


idence given yesterday 


by Mr N Nkani, a for- 
mer lieutenant-colonel 
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and second-in-command 
of the defence force. ~ 
'. He said the officers 
had gathered to discuss 
the detention of Briga- 
dier H Tamsanga, who 
was second-in-command 
to General Sebe. 

Mr Nkani said he had 
heard General Sebe 
speaking by telephone 
to somebody he ad- 
dressed as “general.” 


‘General Sebe then told 


the officers that General 
Coetzee had advised 
them not to try to re- 
lease Brigadier Tam- 
sanga as this could lead 
to bloodshed. 


Advice 


General Sebe then 
said General Coetzee 
had advised him to go to 
Johannesburg. ~ 

Genera] Sebe ap- 
pointed Colonel Pa- 
kade, Colonel Tele, 
Colonel Nonono, Lieu- 
tenant Xaba and his son, 
Corporal Khambase 
Sebe, to go to Johannes- 
burg with him. 
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Mr Nkani said Gen- 
eral Sebe had claimed 
these men were \also 
going to be detained. 

Eventually, however, 
General Sebe’s family 
persuaded him not to go 
to Johannesburg. 

Mr Nkani said that 
earlier in the evening Mr 


-Miotana, then a major 
~in the Ciskeian Police, 


had told the gathered 
officers that Brigader 
Tamsangqa’s detention 
was unlawful and he 
should therefore be re- 
leased. 


Unlawful 


He ‘said it was unlaw- 
ful as General Sebe, the 
commander-in-chief, 
did not know of it. 


Mr Nkani said that 
when he had gone to 
Generali Sebe’s office 
earlier in the evening he 
found him'in discussions 
with a Mr Nienanber, of 
the South African Em- 


bassy. 
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BISHOP TUTU INTERVENES IN SCHOOLS CRISIS 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 21 Feb 84 p 3 


[Text] BISHOP Desmond Tutu, who has played a lead role in the school crisis 
in Pretoria over the past week, continued to try and resolve the situation. 
yesterday by speaking to the Minister of Education and Training who was "very 
forthcoming." 


Bishop Tutu told The SOWETAN that he would be having a meeting with students 
from the four schools today in Pretoria. The students have informed him they 
were prepared to go back to classes if they are given the assurance that none 
among them would be victimised. 


He commended the students for the responsible manner in which they held thenm- 
selves at the funeral of Emma Sathekge, a studetn at DH Peta High School, on 
Saturday. He also said he appealed strongly to all students to return to 
classes. 


His meeting with the Minister of Education and Training, Mr Barend du Plessis, 
was most forthcoming although the Minister did not make any firm promises. 


"I would like to commend the police for keeping such a discreet profile at the 


funeral," Bishop Tutu said. He also appealed to the authorities that no stu- 
dent should be victimised for any part played in the boycott of classes. 
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TRANSKEI DIPLOMAT HITS POLICE ABUSE, ARROGANCE 


Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 21 Feb 84 p 3 


{[Text] THE Transkeian Embassy said in Pretoria yesterday that “arrogant and 
abusive" black policemen from the East Rand Administration Board raided the 

premises of the Transkeian Consulate in Tembisa last week and made deroga- 

tory insinuations about our State President, Mr K D Matanzima . 


Mr L Ntshongwana, Minister at the embassy, said in a Press statement that on 
the following day, February 15, two white policemen from ne West Rand Admin- 
istration Board arrived at the Johannesburg Consul-General’s residence in 
Houghton and demanded passes from all workers. 


Mr Ntshongwana said 
the embassy “was in the 
process” of bringing the 
matter to the attention 
of the South African 
Department of Foreign 
Affairs, and that the | 
Transkeian Government 
had been informed. 

Referring to the first | 
incident, Mr Ntsho- | 
ngwana said when ap- | 
proached by the em- 
bassy staff, the po- 
licemen “were arrogant | 
and abusive”. | 

“They .threw libelous 
insults at our staff, 
threatening violence | 
against them. They also 
harassed and insulted 
our clients. One of the 
policemen threatened to | 
kill one of our staff, and 
called him a ‘monkey’.” 

Mr Ntshongwana said 
that on Sunday night he | 
and a black American | 
friend were refused ser- 
vice at two restaurants 
in Pretoria. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BRIEFS 


DRAMA GROUP 'DETAINED’--FIVE members of the Khuvangano drama group and the 
Soweto Youth Co-operative Workshop were reportedly detained for questioning 
on Thursday and released at the weekend. Those detained are believed to 
have included Mr Muzi Nkwanyana, leader of Khuvangano. Several members of 
the Azanian People's Organisation (Azapo), were also reportedly detained for 
questioning after being taken from the Clarence Carter show at the Jabulani 
Amphitheatre in Soweto on Sunday. Azapo was opposed to the holding of the 
show in Soweto because the organization is presently engaged in a campaign 
to isolate South Africa culturally. The Azapo members were released after 
being questioned by police at Protea. A spokesman for the public relations 
division of the police yesterday said they could not confirm nor deny the 
claims: ''The police cannot comment on routine investigations," he said. 
[Text] [Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 21 Feb 84 p 3] 


MAN-HOURS LOST--A TOTAL of 996 760 man-hours has been lost last year as a re- 
sult of strikes and work stoppages, the Minister of Manpower, Mr Pietie du 
Plessis, said. Replying in writing to a question by Dr Alex Boraine (PFP, 
Pinelands) he said 969 504 man-hours had been lost as a result of strikes 

and 27 256 due to work stoppages. A total of 64 469 people had been involved 
in strikes and work stoppages last year, he said. [Text] [Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English 21 Feb 84 p 4] 


REGISTERED WORKSEEKERS--MORE than 80 000 people were registered at labour 
bureaux as workseekers on December 31 last year, the Minister of Manpower, 
Mr Pietie du Plessis, said. Of these, 53 112 were males and 26 961 females, 
he said in a written reply to a question from Dr Alex Boraine (PFP, Pine- 
lands). [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 21 Feb 84 p 4] 


CUSTOMS UNION PAYMENTS--SOUTH AFRICA paid a total of R655 885 000 to neigh- 
bouring states and independent homelands in the 1982/83 financial year in terms 
of its customs union agreements with them, the Minister of Industries, Commerce 
and Tourism, Dr Dawie de Villiers, said. Bophutatswana received the highest 
payment, R182 367 000, while Botswana was paid R120 368 000, Dr de Villiers 
said in a written reply to a question by Mr Colin Eglin (PFP Sea Point). 

Other states and homelands that received amounts ranging from R13 million to 
R117 million are Transkei, Venda, Ciskei, Lesotho and Swaziland. [Text] 
[Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 22 Feb 84 p 4] 
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BENEFITS PAID OUT--A TOTAL of R169 212 129,63 had been paid out in decentral- 
isation and deconcentration benefits between last April and January 31 this 
year, the Minister of Industries, Commerce and Tourism, Dr Dawie de Villiers, 
said. He was replying in writing to a question from Mr Harry Schwarz (PF, 
Yeoville). [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 22 Feb 84 p 4] 


WAGE STRIKES--THE total number of strikes involving Black workers in 1983 was 
297, of which 101 had arisen out of wage demands, the Minister of Manpower, 

Mr Pietie du Plessis, said in written reply to a question from Dr Alex 

Boraine (PFP, Pinelands). [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 22 Feb 
84 p 4] 
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ZAMBIA 


GOVERNMENT ASKED TO DECLARE NATIONAL DROUGHT DISASTER 
Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA jn English 16 Feb 84 p 1 


[Text] The Government has been called upon to delcare a national disaster 
in view of the prolonged drought and to establish a fund to alleviate people's 
sufferings. 


The call came from backbenchers following a motion moved by Bwengwa MP Mr 
Rex Natala urging the Government to take decisive and immediate measures to 
save lives of people and livestock in some parts of the country affected by 
the severe and prolonged drought. 


Contributing to the motion, which was seconded by Kapoche MP Reverend Ben 
Zulu, several members urged the Government to mobilise adequate resources for 
relief. 


Mr Natala recommended that funds be provided through local and international 
resources--in form of loans or donations--to enable the Government to carry 
out emergency relief programmes. 


Food and water should be distributed in the affected areas and ministers and 
Government officials should identify the needs of the drought victims by hold- 
ing meetings with the people and their chiefs. 


He described the situation as serious and suggested that farmers’ agricultural 
loan arrears be rescheduled and their interests waived to allow farmers plan 
future production through fresh loans. 


Mr Natala said people in some rural areas affected by drought were dying of 
starvation. 


Nyimba MP Mr Zilole Mumba said 16 people died in Chief Lwembe's area between 
November 17, 1982 and October 1983. He appealed to the Government to "scale 


down some development projects and divert the money to the area." 


Mr Mumba who named the dead people and the dates on which they died said the 
situation was saddening. 
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Mr Zulu called on the State to declare a national disaster some money could 
be set aside for the affected areas. 


Chililabombwe MP, Mr Palakasa Chiwaya called on the House to be sympathetic, 
especially with the people of Gwembe district in Southern Province. During 
the construction of the Kariba dam in the 1950s the people were moved to in- 
fertile areas. 


Mr Chiwaya remembered the "Operation Noah" when animals had to be saved from 
the floods. Later nationalist freedom fighters were stationed in Gwembe 
and the people there suffered. 


Chizela MP, Mr Mulondwe Muzungu said the Government was in the habit of acting 
when events had already occurred instead of taking preventive measures. 


Mr Wisdom Mvula (Nkana) called for quick Government relief action "just as 
the nation quickly spends money on hosting conferences." 


Mr Namushi Namuchana (Liuwa) said if the nation had been so serious on the 
"Save the rhino" campaign, he saw no rdéason why the same seriousness should 
not be shown in tackling the drought situation. 


Prime Minister Mundia said everyone in the Party and its Govermment was con- 
cerned over the prolonged drought. 
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ZAMBIA 


FINLAND TO PROVIDE THREE YEAR GRANT TO ENERGY SECTOR 
Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 15 Feb 84 p 1 


[Text] The Finnish government will pump a total of K13.5 million into the 
energy sector in the next three years to improve the operations of the Zambia 
Electricity Supply Corporation (Zesco), it was confirmed in Lusaka yesterday. 


Development cooperation secretary at the embassy Mr Matt Junnila said the 
sector was the second most important after the forestry and wood industries 
sector which would receive aid worth about K17 million. 


During the annual programme consultations between Finland and Zambia last 
November, it was agreed to allocate funds for the reinforcement of Lusiwasi- 
Chipata and Chipata-Lundazi transmission lines. 


"The total budget of the project is estimated at K13.5 million, 30 per cent 
of which will be financed by the Zambian Government. There could be small 
adjustments to the budget when plans are completed." 


The Finnish government in consultation with Zesco is trying to find a consult- 
ing firm to assist with the project and Mr Junnila said his country would 
provide a chief engineer at Zesco to supervise the project. 


"We have received a job description for the recruitment of the chief engineer 
and are at the moment trying to identify the right person for the job at 
home." 


Recalling that Zesco last year ordered 692 transformers worth K3.5 million 
under a commodity aid loan he said most of the equipment had arrived and would 
soon be installed. Finland would between this year and 1984 deliver another 
consignment of 700 transformers worth close to K4 million. 


"Most of the consignment ordered last year has arrived and will be installed 
immediately because Zesco has been suffering from a critical shortage of 
transformers for a long time. 


Even the equipment which will arrive this year and early next year will be 
put to use leaving only a small portion in reserve. 
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Finland was satisfied with the cooperation it had received from Zesco "because 
our projects have been fulfilled smoothly and efficiently." 


"Our first involvement in Zambia's energy sector was between 1976 and 1982 
in form of technical assistance to the Kariba power station when it began 
running," he said. 


A further K50,000 had this year been provided for the feasibility study on 
"power system master plan for Zambia 1984-2004" which was expected to be com- 
pleted by May. Finland last year committed K500,000 towards the same study. 


Other priority areas receiving attention from the Finnish International De- 
velopment Agency (Finnida) include agricultural and rural development, trans- 
port and education. 
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ZAMBIA 


SIDO EVALUATES FIFTEEN ECONOMICALLY VIABLE PROJECTS 
Lusaka DAILY MAIL in English 15 Feb 84 p 3 


[Text] The Small Industries Development Organisation [SIDO], has evaluated 
fifteen economically viable projects by Zambian businessmen capable of con- 
tributing K6.9 million to Zambia's Gross Domestic Product [GDP] once set up. 


The projects will this week be submitted to the Development Bank of Zambia 
(DBZ) and other financial institutions by SIDO for possible funding. 


SIDO estimates that these projects, when operational could provide 224 direct 
employment opportunities to Zambians. 


This is contained in the SIDO financial requirement report for this year ob- 
tained in Lusaka. The report has been circulated to all the provinces. 


The report, which also reviews the progress made by the organisation during 
its first year of operation (1983), states that the evaluated projects’ capi- 
tal investment estimates stand at K1.3 million. 


The SIDO management also feels that the government should allocate K4 million 
this year to the organisation for the expansion of its activities on industrial 
project promotion. 


Last year, the organisation was granted Kl million to establish itself. The 
money was mainly used on setting up offices and recruiting staff. 


The money should be subdivided as follows; capital estimate K1.8 billion, 
recurrent expenditure--K2 million and K440,000 for a special fund. 


The major preoccupation for SIDO this year would be to decentralise its opera- 
tions and ensure that more new projects are started and implemented, the 
report says. 


The report explains that foreign donors have given substantial funds through 
the DBZ for machinery to be used by small entrepreneurs. It anticipates that 
because of world wide recognition of the strategic role small industries play, 
more funds are likely to flow from international sources. 
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The SIDO management has also urged the government to realise that development 
of agriculture is relative to industrial development. 


It is in this light that the well placed emphasis on agriculture should not 
lead to the complete neglect of industry if "we are to achieve 
the required results," the report says. 
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ZAMBIA 


RDC COMPANIES INCUR LOSS FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 1983 
Lusaka DAILY MAIL in English 16 Feb 84 p 3 


[Text] The Rural Development Corporation (RDC) greup of companies incurred 
K10.3 million loss for the financial year ended March 31, 1983. 


ZIMCO executive director for Industry and Commerce, Mr Lishomwa Muuka who is 
also RDC chairman, says this in the company's financial report released in 
Lusaka yesterday. 


Mr Muuka explains that the loss is mainly as a result of the poor performance 
of the Agricultural Finance Company (AFC) a subsidiary of RDC which recorded 
K19.6 million loss during the same fiscal period. 


"The drought experienced for the past two seasons has meant very low produc- 
tion and consequently the loan recoveries by AFC have been disappointing," the 
executive director reports. 


Additionally, the shortage of foreign exchange has led to irregular suvply 
of stockfeed which in turn has had an adverse effect on the meat and poultry 
industry. 


Mr Muuka also points out that lack of sufficient capital has hampered the 
operations of the companies in the group. 


The group's turnover, however, slightly improved during the year under re- 
view. It rose from K30.1 million in 1982 to K30.3 million last financial 
year, he says. 


AFC's huge loss was due to low loan recoveries which necessitated a provision 
of K17 million for bad and doubtful debts, Mr Muuka says. 


He reiterated his call for AFC management to intensify recovery efforts and 
to make changes in the area of credit assessment if the recovery problem is 
to be arrested. 


He, however, observed that "little could be done as regards lending policy 
due to external factors and influences." The present policy carries a high 
element of risk so that something should be done to enable AFC to operate as 
a business enterprise. 
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It is only when radical changes are made in the lending policy that AFC could 
be expected to make any profit, Mr Muuka says. 


The executive director has advised the AFC management to release funds in 
time to enable farmers open their loans early in the season, 


To help improve the Zambia Agricultural Development (ZAD) liquidity problems, 
Mr Muuka says that the company's crop section would venture into more sophis- 
ticated high return crops. 


The ZAD has also embarked on the expansion of the hectarage under irrigation. 
Mr Muuka was glad to note that milk production has risen with urban dairies 
reaching self-financing positions. 


Rural dairies at Mansa, Mongu and Solwezi, however, continue making losses, 
Mr Muuka says. 


On the viability of Kawambwa Tea Company, he notes that prospects are good 
adding that there is no reason to change that view. 


"The loss of K663,000 the company made is to be expected in these early 
Stages until the estate is estabiished to the required hectarage of 500 hec- 
tares,'' he says. 


At the moment, 300 hectares have been planted with tea but only 262 hectares 
are under production. Planting of the required hectarage of 500 hectares 
should be completed by next month and Mr Muuka hopes that by 1987 the whole 
estate shoul? be productive. 


He commended the Rural Air Services, another subsidiary of RDC for trebling 
its turnover from K76,000 in 1982 to K268,000 last year and for cutting opera- 
tional costs by 22.5 per cent in the process. 


The three aircrafts being operated by the company, are however, threatened 
with scarcity of spare parts. Mr Muuka says it would be a shame if the air- 
crafts were grounded because they are the only planes in Zambia with tsetse 
and crop spraying units. 


The failure by the company to operate the aircrafts would entail hiring of 
aircrafts from abroad which may result in loss of foreign exchange, Mr Muuka 
warns. 


Another RDC firm which performed well during the year under review was AFE, 
The company was allocated K217,000 in foreign exchange but managed to increase 


its turnover by 25 per cent and reduced the loss from [word indistinct] million 
in 1982 to K350 000 last year. 
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ZAMBIA 


MINISTER ATTRIBUTES CRIME WAVE TO ECONOMIC SITUATION 
Lusaka DAILY MAIL in English 7 Feb 84 p 1 


[Excerpt] Minister of Lands and Natural Resources, Mr Fabiano Chela, yester- 
day attributed the escalating crime wave to the present economic situation 
prevailing in the country. 


"A large percentage of the crime recorded by police is attributable to eco- 
nomic difficulties," Mr Chela, who until last December was Inspector-General 
of Police, said. 


Speaking at a farewell party in his honour at Lilayi Police Training School, 
Mr Chela said the rise in prices had led many Zambians to resort to crtme 
in order to make ends meet. 


He said the cost of living was soaring every other day and people were forced 
to find alternrtive sources whose methods often turned out to be illegal. 


Referring to discipline in the police force, Mr Chela said he was happy that 
Zambia police had remained above crime and corruption except for a few bad 
elements. He attributed the police's clean record to the high standard of 
discipline inculcated into new officers. 


"These young men and women we meet everyday in police uniforms have a very 
keen eye on identifying criminals amongst themselves. Irrespective of rank 
and length of service, they will apply their powers of arrest. 


"As a result of this, nothing happens inside the police force which remains 
hidden. One can manage to cover up the illegal act but this will only be for 
a shortwhile and in the long run one will be exposed." 


Mr Chela whose police career started with the rank of constable in 1949 and 
was dotted by appointments as Water Board chairman and Zambia's ambassador 

to Kenya with re-appointment to Folice Inspector-General in 1981, closed with 
a grant "retreat parade" in his honour earlier. 


Minister of Home Affairs, Mr Frederick Chomba attributed Mr Chela's rise from 
constable to his Ministerial post to hire "dedicated and undivided loyalty" to 
Zambia. 
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ZAMBIA 


ZCTU REPEATS CHARGE UNIP WANTS TO MAKE IT MASS ORGANIZATION 
Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 14 Feb 84 p 1 


[Text] Zambia Congress of Trade Unions (ZCTU) has repeated charges that the 
Party wanted to turn it into a mass organisation. 


To this effect it has directed its affiliated unions to continue sounding 
opinion among the rank and file and get their views on this issue which gen- 
eril secretary Mr Newstead Zimba insisted originated from the Central Commit- 
tee. 


“ The organisation was compiling a report on the issue which would be presented 
to the authorities, Mr Zimba said in Kitwe yesterday. 


"This issue has been since 1978 and whatever philosophy is behind such a move 
is vague," he said in reacting to Member of the Central Committee Mr Daniel 


Lisulo's remark that the statements by unionists on the issue were "nebulous." 


Mr Zimba said: "We refuse to comply to other people's way of dealing with 
labour and social matters." 


Party and Government leaders were urged to hold their comments on the issue 
until the right time after the report was presented. "We do not want this to 
be made an issue." 


ZCTU had submitted many reports to the authorities on this issue. 


He charged that the idea to turn ZCTU into a mass organisation was "dictator- 
ship™ and it was unwelcome. 
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ZAMBIA 


BRIEFS 


SEISMIC NETWORK--Zambia is setting up a seismic network system which will re- 
cord earth tremors in distant parts of Africa and monitor all natural and man- 
imposed explosions, Prime Minister Mundia told Parliament yesterday. Mr 
Mundia said this project was unique in that Zambia was probably one of the 
few countries, if any, in free Africa to have such a sophisticated network 
System. The project, he said, was wholly funded by a Finnish grant of about 
K108,000. Winding up debate on mining estimates, the Prime Minister said the 
project was started in 1980 with technical help from Finland. So far the 
main Lusaka seismic station at Kapopo and three other sub-stations at Ka- 
sempa, Petauke and Isoka were under construction. Work would start this year 
on other sub-stations which include Mansa and Kalomo. "The whole project 
should be completed before the end of this year if funds allocated to the 
project are approved," the Prime Minister said. [Excerpt] [Lusaka TIMES OF 
ZAMBIA in English 15 Feb 84 p 1] 


ITALIAN LOAN--Zambia has clinched a K44 million loan from Italy for the con- 
struction of the Mansa-Mwense and Mansa-Nchelenge roads in the Luapula Pro- 
vince. The loan agreement was signed yesterday by the Minister of Finance 

Mr Luke Mwananshiku, while the Italian ambassador to Zambia, Dr Giorgia Cuneo, 
signed on behalf of his government. The ceremony took place in the minister's 
office. Before signing the agreement, Mr Mwananshiku lauded the Italdan 
government for her commitment to assist Zambia in overcoming her economic prob- 
lems. He said that once the construction of the two roads was completed, 
there would be improved communication in the area where roads were impassable 
at present. Mr Mwananshiku indicated that another loan of K1l1 million would 
be made available at a later stage to facilitate the speedy implementation 

of the project. He noted that only last month, the Italian government signed 
an agreement with Zambia deferring the repayment of about K22 million owed 

to it by Zambia. Italy, he said, had made many contributions to the country's 
economic development projects, notable among them being the Mpika-Kasama 

Road. [Text] [Lusaka DAILY MAIL in English 8 Feb 84 p 1] 





GOMA LAUDS CUBA--Zambia holds Cuba in high esteem because of her principles 
and invaluable assistance to needy nations, Foreign Affairs Minister, Profes- 
sor Lameck Goma said yesterday. The minister said Cuba's progressive policies 
and her readiness to share her limited human and material resources with other 
countries were among some of the qualities that had boosted the country's 
international image. Prof. Goma made the remarks at his office in Lusaka 
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when he received a special message from his Cuban counterpart. It was de- 
livered by Cuban Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, Mr Oscar Oramas, In 
his welcoming remarks Prof. Goma told the Cuban minister that Zambians also 
held Cuban leader Dr Fidel Castro Ruz in high esteem because he played a key 
role in ensuring that his country pursued progressive policies despite pres- 
sure from some powers that disliked Cuba's stance. On bilateral ties, the 
minister was glad that these had continued to grow from strength to strength. 
[Text] [Lusaka DAILY MAIL in English 7 Feb 84 ¢ 5] 
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ZIMBABWE 


NRZ ISSUES ANNUAL REPORT FOR YEAR ENDING JUNE 1983 
Harare THE HERALD in English 15 Feb 84 ppl, 5 


[Text] The National Railways of Zimbabwe's profit for the last financial 
year increased by about 20 percent to $50 887 000 over the previous year, ac- 
cording tc the NRZ's annual report for the year ending June 1983, tabled in 
the Assembly yesterday. 


Last year's deficit, traditionally acquired through railway policy of carry- 
ing high bulk items like coal and copper at uneconomic rates, stood at 
$39 730 000. 


The most remarkable increase in the railways' revenue accounts is the inter- 
est on loans, which more than doubled from $9 796 000 in 1982 to $20 673 000 
in the last financial year. 


Gross revenue was $203 141 000, compared with $181 954 000 the year before, 


while gross expenditure ran to $254 028 000, some $32 million more than in 
1982. 


The report's balance sheet shows that of the NRZ's net assets of $406 589 000 
for the year, $294 515 000 consisted of loans. 


Revenue included $177 095 000 from freight and $11 830 000 from coaching, an 
increase of $20 million from the previous year. 


Mr Josiah Mushonga, chairman of the NRZ board, says in his statement that ex- 


_penditure had risen because of devaluation, price increases and interest pay- 


ments. 


Traffic was "fluid" on the NRZ's lines, and exports fell, both as a result 
of the general economic climate and the drought's effect on agricultural pro- 
duce. 


In the report's review, it says that wagon and tarpaulin shortages created by 
the large numbers of wagons and tarpaulins held in Mozambique--were "cause 
for concern" and resulted in loadings of some export traffic to Mozambican 
ports having to be rastricted. 








"Numerous interruptions", which the report does not specify, on the line be- 
tween Chicualacuala and Maputo were "the major difficulty", and necessitated 
frequent diversion of traffic through Beitbridge, using the South African 
transport services system. 


Mr Mushonga's statement that the "continuing loss of experienced and skilled 
staff" was the NRZ's other major problem is echoed throughout the other sec- 
tions of the report. 


Drain 


He says that the drain created "abnormal pressures" on the railways manage- 
ment, "with little evidence of it being relieved in the year ahead". 


The mechanical section, the report says, is 392 qualified artisans below es- 
tablishment strength, but 244 of these vacancies are being filled by person- 
nel from India and Pakistan. The contracts for these artisans, have been 
renegotiated and extended for another year. 


During the year the refurbishing of 87 steam locomotives helped break the 
railways’ earlier motive power crisis and enabled it to return 12 locomotives 
hired from South Africa. 


Electric locomotives were being introduced at the rate of two a month. 
The report also notes a "deterioration" in the security situation in Matabele- 


land which saw "sporadic" attacks on trains and tampering with railways lines.-- 
Ziana. 
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ZIMBABWE 


AGRITEX OFFICERS NOTE EFFECT OF RECENT RAINS ON CROPS 
Bulawayo THE CHRONICLE in English 14 Feb 84 p 3 


[Text] Recent rains have brought considerable relief to the Midlands and 
other provinces, but follow-up rains are required to maintain the advantage 
gained, the Midlands Provincial Agritex Officer, Mr Bob Vaughan-Evans said 
in Gweru yesterday. 


The rains have increased veld bulk, hence grazing was good. Legume projects 
in Copper Queen, Gokwe, were fair though they had been affected by the dry 
spell. 


Mr Vaughan-Evans said cattle in communal areas were still poor in the southern 
and central areas. 


"Most of the rivers and streams have been flowing strongly and most small 
dams are nearly full. Major dams have made substantial gains although under- 
ground supplies have shown little change," he said. 


Cotton crops have shown some recovery and yield prospects are very much im- 
proved although aphis and ballworms are reported to be a problem in the Gokwe 
area. 


Mr Vaughan-Evans saiu early planted maize crops which flowered during the 
dri ught period will come to nothing in most areas, but later planted crops 
have shown recuperation and could yield well depending on follow-up rains. 


Sorghum and soya beans have suffered quite badly, but have shown some ‘te- 
gain and could also produce well. 


The groundnut crop has suffered badly in most areas but was making some re- 
covery growth and could yield well in some areas, he said. 


He said edible beans was an early crop which became a failure except in the 
Chivhu communal area. Later planted crops have recovered quite well. 


Other crops like sunflower, rapoko, nyimo and mhunga have shown slight re- 
covery but rain was needed to ensure a good harvest. 








All areas of Manicaland without exdeption have received little rainfall, but 
the late planted crops have reacted well to the little rain that fell, the 
Provincial Agritex Officer, Mr Mike Leonard, said in Mutare yesterday. 


Mr Leonard said there were large deficits in rainfall figures in all areas 
and the recent rains could best be described as patchy. 


He said that the first tobacco crop had suffered badly from the drought. 
Tea and coffee were doing very well, especially in Chipinge. 


Mr Leonard said the early planted maize had been badly hampered by the drought 
but the late crop is improving. 


The groundnut and sunflower crop which had been planted was doing very well, 
said Mr Leonard. 


He said cotton was the only crop which seemed to have thrived throughout the 
province as there were some very good crops in all areas. 


Livestock on commercial farms had been badly affected by the shortage of gra- 
zing and farmers had had to destock. Mr Leonard described some communal 
areas as having absolutely no grazing and the livestock situation there as 

a disaster. 


Mr Leonard said if the Rusape and Ruti dams did not fill up, irrigation 
schemes in Chisumbanje and Middle Sabi would be adversely affected.--Ziana. 
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ZIMBABWE 


MINISTER CLAIMS DECREASE IN DISSIDENT ACTIVITY IN MATABELELAND 
Bulawayo THE CHRONICLE in English 13 Feb 84 pl 


[Text] In the few days that the curfew in Matabeleland South has been in 
force, there has been a neticeable decrease of dissident activity in the 
area, the Minister of Home Affairs said last night. 


Interviewed on the ZTV's The Nation programme Cde Simbi Mubako said it was 
still too early to assess the situation impact of the curfew but "there has 
been very little dissident activity". 


"We do assess the situation on a daily basis and the information I have is 
that there has been a noticeable decrease just for the few days we have been 
in the area. 


Trap 


"We have taken all measures to ensure that the population does not suffer un- 
duly. The curfew was imposed to trap and inconvenience the dissidents and 
not the public. To some extent it is inevitable that the public will be in- 
convenienced. 


However schools will not be affected and farming activities will continue as 
usual. § shops will be allowed to operate and the police will be able to 
determine What supplies will from time to time, be allowed to move in under 

their inspection so that no section of the public will suffer yenecessarily.” 


The Minister said the introduction of the curfew about two weeks ago, had been 
necessary because of increased dissident activity in the areg. This measure 
would enable the police to arrest the dissidents and protect the public who 
are constantly being harassed by this group of lawless people. 


Dissident activity had not only affected white commercial £ Phers but prac- 
tically everybody in the area. The movement of traffic on main roads had 
also been affected he said. 


Ordinary people were being maimed, raped and killed, he said. Cde Mubako 
added: "The white farmers tend to attract more publicity partly because they 
are white and that they are farmers. They are not the only ones who have 
suffered at the hands of the dissidents. 
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"Some white farmers must have moved out because of the security risk of being 
there but I wouldn't say it is a mass exodus. I think most of the farmers 
are still there and are sticking it out." 


The Government had reintroduced the measures which used to be there during the 
war, to enable the farmers to defend themselves. 


Commenting on how development projects had been affected by dissident activity, 
he said there had been "some degree of adverse impact" but the Government had 
emphasised that it was not to abandon any projects.--@wn Corr. 
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ZIMBABWE 


MINISTERS RAP NKOMO ‘FOR TRYING TO LOWER MORALE OF SECURITY FORCES’ 
Harare THE HERALD in English 15 Feb 84 p 1 


[Text] Government ministers and backbenchers yesterday angrily attacked the 
leader of Zapu for trying to lower the morale of the security forces, while 
boosting that of the dissidents. 


The Minister of Justice, Legal and Parliamentary Affairs, Cde Eddison Zvobgo, 
even went so far as to warn Dr Nkomo and Republican Front leader Mr Ian Smith 
against using the House of Assembly as a platform to destroy the morale of 
the army. 


Emotions rain high and tempers flared during the debate on the adjournment of 
the House of Assembly after Dr Nkomo made fresh allegations of atrocities 
committed by security forces in the curfew areas in Matabeleland. 


He claimed some people had been killed by security forces in the Kezi area 
and buried in a shallow grave because they had been accused of failing to 
report dissidents in the area and that several children had collapsed and 
others had died of hunger since the curfew was imposed three weeks ago. 


He claimed that security forces were not giving any access to vehicles carry- 
ing food in the curfew affected areas. 


The debate became more heated as the RF leader Mr Smith joined Dr Nkomo in 
accusing the security forces o* failing to protect the interests of white 
farmers in the province. 


Dr Zvobgo, leader of the House, said the nation should not forget that Dr 
Nkomo had now assumed a new role--that of "publicity secretary for dissidents" 
--adding: "He wants to use this House so that dissidents can hear that he 
still speaks on their behalf." 


As for Mr Smith, Cde Zvobgo said he had lost "touch with the European popula- 
tion". 


Returning to the Zapu leader the minister declared: "At some point, this 
Government will have to say enough is enough regardless of what the size the 
man is." To this Dr Nkomo interjected angrily with shouts of "I shall not 
be intimidated". 
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Cde Zvobgo said he would not reply to most of the allegations made by Dr 
Nkomo as these would be dealt with "blow by blow'’ by security ministers who 
were not in the House at the time. 


The Minister of National Supolies, Cde Enos Nkala, disclosed that he had 
spoken to Dr Nkomo on Sunday after the Zapu leader telephoned him at his 
home. Cde Nkala said he had then driven to Dr Nkomo's Highfield home. "When 
I got to his house Cde Nkomo told me his cousin had been taken by security 
forces from Bulawayo to Kezi and that he believed he had been killed," he 
said. 


Cde Nkala said the Zapu leader had then related to him a catalogue of cases 
of atrocities which he said were being committed by security forces in cur- 
few areas. 


The minister said he had agreed to meet Dr Nkomo in Bulawayo today so that 
he could show him where the people allegedly murdered by the security forces 
had been buried, but he was surprised to hear Dr Nkomo bring the issue up 
in the Assembly yesterday. 


Cde Nkala accused Dr Nkomo of trying to champion the cause of the Ndebele. 

"I am as much a Ndebele as he is and the issue of Ndebeles is also of concern 
to me as it is to him, but he incites Ndebeles to rebel against the Govern- 
ment," he said. 


"The suffering that takes place in Matabeleland is because of his misdirected 
ambitions," said Cde Nkala. 


The Deputy Minister of National Supplies, Cde Moses Mvenge, wondered whether 
the information given to the House by Dr Nkomo was correct considering his 
previous record "on the Gum:de issue”. 


Cde Myenge spoke of receiving "war communiques” from dissidents. These had 
been sent to most MPs, he said, and he wondered why Dr Nkomo had not received 
any. 


"It is amazing that Cde Nkomo can give only one side of the story without 
telling us the atrocities being committed by dissidents," he said. 


He accused the Zapu leader of trying to internationalise a small issue which 
could be settled by merely contacting security and defenee ministers for in= 
vestigations. 


Cde Alexio Mudzingwa (Zanu-PF, Mash. West) wondered wny a politician of long 
standing like Dr Nkomo should choose to react to rumours instead of getting 
his facts right. Cde Mudzingwa said by making these allegations Dr Nkomo 
was merely propagating the activities of diffidents.--Ziana. 


CSO: 3400/681 
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ZIMBABWE 


PEOPLE'S MILITIA TO BE DEPLOYED IN ALL DISTRICTS 
Bulawayo THE CHRONICLE in English 13 Feb 84 p l 


[Text] The newly formed people's militia will be deployed in all of Zimbabwe's 
55 districts to counter dissident activity, the Secretary for Defence, Cde 
James Chitauro, said yesterday. 


Addressing the Catholic Youth Association on defence and national security at 
Silveira House, near Harare Cde Chitauro said militia forces would report the 
presence and movements of bandits to the regular forces. 


"As ears and eyes of the people it (the people's militia) is the grassroots of 
the defence forces as the unit can--while living and working with the peonle-- 
engage the dissidents." 


Answering a question from the audience, Cde Chitauro said the curfew in Ma- 
tabeleland South had been imposed to contain dissidents in the area. 


He said dissidents had been striking and then fleeing to other districts once 
security forces were deployed in the area. The curfew would contain them in 
one area and help security operations as any person who leaves the affected 
areas would be seen. 


Cde Chitauro said: "Some of them are fleeing to Botswana and this curfew will 
ensure that they remain in the area. 


"The Government still has support in Matabeleland and if people can have as- 
surances that the forces can protect them then the situation will improve.” 


He said the Government would introduce other effective measures to counter dis- 
sident activity in Matabeleland and parts of the Midlands. 


"The Government has issued security alert radios to help farmers react more 
effectively to the threat of dissidents in these areas." 


He commended an idea by one CYA member that the Government should form a 
"Matabeleland br‘gade" of captured dissidents. This, the Matabeleland bri- 
gade, as the youth called it, would be made up of re-educated captured 
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dissidents. These would be deployed in their former operational areas and 


educate the people on Government policy and its achievements since coming to 
power. 


Cde Chitauro said a suggestion to evacuate all peogke living in Matabeleland 
South "to places like Mutoko" would not work. Besides being very costly, 


the idea would create "keeps" notorious during the colonial era and would 
harm the image of the Government.--Own Corr. 


CSO: 3400/681 END 


90 














DATE FILMED 








